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court as an offender. It is obviows that in
cases of that sort some other procedure is
needed.

Hon, Sir E. H. Wittenoom: What sort of
o ‘man brought that child before the court?

Hon. W, KINGSMILL: An inspector. In
New South Wales—and the idea comes from
America—when children are guilty of very
minor offences a letter is written to the par-
ents acquainting them of the fact that this
young reffian of theirs haa been guilty of an
offence against some petty municipal by-law.
He is not served with a summons. A notice is
sent, and he is bound by that notice to attend
at the Children’s Court, At present it is im-
possible for our Children’s Court to do any-
thing but record & conviction if it is shown
that the child is guilty. It is not right. Im
many cases it is not the child, but the parents
whe require punishment—and in these minor
offences it is indeed the parents who are pun-
ished, becanse very often the parents have to
pay the cost of the summons and, not only
that, but have to lose the time and, I suppose,
the money necessary for them to attend the
court. Your ecommittee is anxious that the cost
of the summons should be saved to those par-
ents, and they recommend the adoption of the
gystem which has been imported into New
South Wales from America, namely, the send-
ing of a notice. If that is not sufficient to
bring the ¢hild to court, then of course a sum-
mons must be isgued and he must take his
chance hefore the eourt. The second proposed
new clause, Clause 7, providea that--—

The eourt in committing any child to an
institution shall have regard to the future
welfare of such c¢hild and may direct such
child to be detained in one of the institu-
tions scheduled in the State Children Act,
1907, or in some other institution as the
Governor may approve of, at which such
special training and supervision ¢an be pro-
vided ag may best meet the needs of any
special ecase.

That widens the fleld of commitment which
the court possesses and which the court itself
wishes to have widened, Clause 8, again, is
giving more diseretion to the Children’s Court.
It provides—

Notwithstanding the provisions of any
Act, by-law, rule, or regulation, the court
in awarding punishment or penalty upon
any child may have regard to the ante-
cedents, character, age, health, or mental
condition of the child convicted, and may
take into account the nature of the offence
or any special cireumstances of the ecage,
and such court may, notwithstanding the
nature of the evidence adduced, refrain
from recording such convietion or from im-
posing any punishment, penalty, or fine.

That is very necessary. It takes away the ays-
tem of the court recording a conviction
agningt a c¢hild for an offence which may be
trivial in the extreme. It enables the court
to ecarry out funetions alluded to in the re-
port, functions which should he reformative
instead of punitive, and it is a elause which
I think ig very badly needed indeed. The other
new clanse only deals with the amendment I
have already alluded to, providing that ae-
counts of wages kept for children by institu-
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tions shall be subject to a Government audit
at preseribed periods. That is all the remarks
I have to make on the Bill. The committee, 1
think T am justified in saying, took a very
great amount of trouble with the Bill and ex-
amined a large number of witnesses. They
can highly commend certain parts of the Bill,
particularly that in regard to the restrigtion
of the ages of various classes of child labour.
They think the Bill, more especially if amended
in the directions they indicate, will be a dis-
tinct advance on existing legislation. As I have
said, it was not without a great deal of die-
cugsion that the conclusions which the com-
mittee are unanimous upon were arrived at,
and while the discussions in that comnection
were very protracted, the discussions on the
questions which they did mot agree upon were
even more protracted. I shouid like to place
on record my apprec¢iation of the work done
by the ‘‘Hanzard’’ staff in connection with
this select committee. It happened on two or
three occasions that, after a morning’s work,
when we had been examining witnesses for
two and a half hours, the whole of the evi-
dence was in our hands within half an hour
after the eonclusion of the taking of that evi-
dence. That is a matter which any ‘*Hansard’’
staff, more especially one such as ours, which
iz worked to absolutely the last ounce with
Royal Commissions, select committees, and
long sittings of Parliament, may well be con-
gratulated upon. This is the second occaston
upon which I have had to congratulate ‘‘Han-
sard’’ on its work, and I have great pleasure
in doing so. 1 heg to move—

That the report of the select committee
be taken into consideration when the Bill is
in Committee.

On motion by Hen. J. Duffell, debate ad-
journed,

Houge adjourned at 9.23 p.m.

RLegislative Hgsembly,

Tuesday, 26th November, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SITTING DAY, ADDITIONAL.
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore) [4.837]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session
the House shall meet for the despatch of
business on Fridays at 4.30 p.m., in addi-
tion to the days already provided, and
ghall sit until 6.15 p.m., if necessary; and
if requigite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.
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I think the House wili agree with the Gov-
ernment in their desire that the session
ghould be brought to a close before Christ-
mas, and the adding of uwnother sitting day
per week will tend towards the attainment
of that object. In those circumstances we
shall have four full weeks to sif, represent-
ing 16 days, during which period the House
will be able to get through a considerable
amount of business. [ may wmention that
some of the Bills appearing on the Notice
Paper, which are likely to causc long dis-
cussion, will not be gone on with during this
sesston. At a later stage I sball ask the
House to agree to discharge certain Bills
from the Notice Paper. I feel sure that hon.
members generally, and particularly the
leader of the Opposition, are most desirons
that the work of the session should be
brought to a close as soon asg possible, with
all due regard to full diseunssion of the mea-
sures which are to be considered; and ac-
cordingly' I submit the motion with coun-
fidence.

Hon, P: COLLIER (Boulder) [4.41]: I
regret very much that in moving this motion
the Premier has not taken the House more
fully into his confidence, and has net in-
formed members of the attitude the Govern-
ment propose to adept towards the business
of the session and towards the long list of
Bills appearing on the Notice Paper. After
all, it is of no use whatever to increase the
number of weekly sitting days unless we
achieve the object in view, which is to close
the session before Christmas. Even with onc
extra gitting day per week, T am quite con-
fident the Government will not succeed in
rising hetfore Christmas if they purpose go-
ing on with the programme now before us,
As a matter of fact, there is on the Notice
Paper business which wounld occcupy ‘the
House for very nearly three months. T was
under the impression that thoe Government,
before submitting this motion, would have
decided what Bills it was proposed to go on
with and what Bills it was proposed to lay
aside. But on that point the Premier has
not given us any information whatever be-
yond the mere general statement that later
some Bills may be dropped. The House is en-
titled to more information than that, and
purticularly is the House entitled to know
whether the Government intend to introduce
any further Bills.

Hon. J. Mitehell: There are some mea-
sures to come from another place,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; two or three.
Apart from those, however, we have not any
guarantee that right up to the last moment
new Bills may not be brought down.

Mr, Troy: There is the wheat marketing
measure.
Hon. P. COLIJIER: Are we definitely

told that no further legislation will be in-
troduced? Otherwise, though I am quite
agreeable to assist the Government in an en-
deavour to get through the business within
a reasonable time, I am not content to sup-
port this motion unless I have a definite as-
surance that there is & prospect of our at-

1161

taining the end in view. We do not wish
to have Bills forced upon us during weeks
of four sitting days, possibly during all
night sittings; we do not wish to have new
Bills introduced at the very last moment.
‘Whilst I offer no protest at this juncture, I
think I am entitled to ecomment upon, to say
the least, the dilatory manner in which the
business of the House has at times heen
conducted this session. For the past three
months the House has been engaged practie-
ally cutirely upon business submitted by the
Attorney General and Minister for Indus-
tries. 1 think he is the only Minister who
has had a Bill before the House, or has suc-
ceeded in getting one through. It is extra-
ordinary that practically the whole of the
busginess falls into the hands of that oue
Minister. I do not objeet, of course, but [
know he is the most prolix member of the
House, and that he sueceeds in delaying or
postponing the passage of his own Bills. 1f
the Government desire to get through before
Christmas, I suggest that at least one or two
Bills be taken charge of by other Ministers.
That ntay help us to get the business through
before Christmas. If all measures are to be
entrusted to the Attorney General, with his
long speeches upen every occasion, we shall
not succeed in rising before Christmas.

The Premier: There are several Bills of
mine on the Notice Paper,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I observe that the
Attorney General is in charge of the Wheat
Marketing Bill, whieh I did not expect to
find in his hands. However, the arrange-
ment is onc entirely for the Government
themselves. I mercly make the observation
because I believe that the Attorney General,
as Minister for Industries, will auvcceed
in keeping that Bijll before the - Cham-

ber longer than  probably any other
Minister would. Knowing the manner
in whiech our friends on the cross
benches arc sitting back waiting for

that Bill, and knowing the desire of the
Minister for Industries to give every pos-
sible information, T loolk forward to many
long nights oceupied in demands for ex-
planations, and in explanations given by
that Minister. T Thope that before the
nmotion passes the Premicr or some other
Minister will give the House some idea of
what Bills are to be dropped. The House is
entitled to know that when it is asked to
git another day per week. We should alse
have an assurance as to what other Bills, if
any others, arc to be introduced before this
session closes.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (XNortham) [4.45): I
am desirous that the session should closé be-
fore Christmas if it is at all possible; but if
the list of Bills before us to be gone on with,
or even half the number, we certainly shall
not ¢lose before Christmas. I do not think
the holding of summer sessions is wise, but
I do not wish to sit four days per week for
the next four weeks uvnless I am perfectly
certain that the session will c¢lose befora
Christmas. We have here Bills that ought to
be discussed at econsiderable length, as, for



1162

instance, the Discharged Soldiers’ Scttlement
Bill, the Agrieultural Lands Purchase Aect
Amendment Biil, the Government Railways
Act Amendment Bill, and the Midland Rail-
way Lands Bill. The Roads Districts Bill in
itself will probably oecupy the whole of the
four weeks, Then there is the Traffie Bill,
the Coal Mines Regulation Acet Amendmont
Bill, and the Wheat Marketing Bill, while
we live the Vermin Bill and other Bills to
come from another place. 1 agree that the
Premier ghould tell us which of these Bills
are to be dropped. We got a late start this
session, and it has landed us in trouble, e

have wot done mueh, and we -have still
a great deal to do. Hon. members
should be told the Government’s in-

tention in regard to the scttlement of soldiers
on the land. The niere passing of the Bill
does not in itself mean much. We require to
know what the policy of the Government may
be. This Bill alone should take a full week,
notwithstanding that we have passed the
gecond reading and reached Clause 7 in the
Committee stage. T hope the House will not
agree to sit on the fourth day until we know
what the intentions of the Government are,

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.47]: I
decidedly object to this extra pressure unless
I know definitely what we are cxpected to do
between mow and the close of the session,
Sceveral of these measures seem to me by
their titles to be of very great importance,
and we eannot possibly deal with them in the
time between now and the Christmas holi-
days. Sixteen days will not clear off the
business sheet. The measures are such as
might well engage the attention of Parliament
if we were comencing a new session and had
months ahead of us.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There are several Bills
in another place to come here.

Hon, T. WALKER: Quite true. There are
there several Bills that have not reached us.
When the House was called together, if T am
not greatly mistaken, we were promised in
the Governor’s Speech that this wonld be a
short session, decaling prinecipally with the
finances, with the Estimates, and with mat-
ters of immediate practical concern.

Mr. Broun: The Estimates are not through

ot.

d Hon. T. WALKER: Quite so. Whose fanit
is it that the Estimates are not through? It
ig not because there has been any factious
stone-walling or opposition.  The Estimates
this gession were introduced perhaps later
than in any previous session. We are dis-
cussing them close upon Christmas, Half the
year has passed; and this from a Government
that were specially called into being to set
straight the finances, to give us a practical
illugtration of what men of business acumen
can do! They have given us o worse example
of inefficiency than has ever heen served up
by any previous Government. For that delay
nonc hut the Government are responsible, We
have had nothing to go on with. At the be-
ginning of the session we had adjournment
after adjournment to enable a Minister to get
back from a trip to the East. We were kept
here waiting for work to do until the Minister
returned.
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The Premier: The House was sitting all
the time,

Hon. T. WALKER: Not always. The hon.
member has a short memory., If he looks
back he will find there were adjournments
wben we could have been working, We had
no business whatever provided when the House
was called together. Then we had introduced
Bills of an academije character that ean have
no practieal result for years to como, or ever,
because no money is available and no pro-
vision has been made to put them into opera-
tion. The House was kept for weeks discuss-
ing those measures without any factious op-
position and now, practicnlly at the com-
mencement of December, we arc asked to put
our shoulders to the wheel and work fur
four nights o week with a programme ahead
of us whieh has six months’ solid work in it.
There is the Discharged Soldiers’ Settlement
Bill, referred to by the member for Nerthan.
There is the Agrierltural Lands Purchase
Bill; that is nearly through. But there is
another important wmeasure that cannot be
slurred, namely, the Government Railways
Act Amendment Bill, involving new princi-
ples, o matter of extreme conecern, not only
to every employee in the Railway Depart-
ment but to everyone using the railwaya,
and indeed to every tuxpayer of the State.
Are we going to slum that, te just pass it
withott due consideration? In other words,
ar¢ we beeoming a non-deliberative Assembiy,
a mere machine, or are we going to give these
measures that deliberation which the electors
expect of us? There is the Midland Railway
Lands Bill. I do not know the character of
that, because we have not yet had the second
reading. But we have in the Road Districts
Bill a most important measure upon which
every loeal authority in the State has its
eyes, a measure that must, of necessity, in-
volve elaborate discussion; and justly so, be-
cause on the snccess or failure of a measure
of that kind the country depends. The Traffic
Bill we know something of, for we have had
a measure of that character before the House
previously.  Local governing authorities are
intensely interested in that Bill, and we may
expect lengthy eriticism of the measure.
Then there is the Land Drainage Bill, and
the Dog Act Amendment Bill, which perhape
are not of great impertance; but we have the
Fertilisers and TFeeding Stufls Bill, which, I
supposge, is important. Then there is one
affecting a great industry in the State, namely
the Coal Mines Regulation Act Amendment
Bill. That is of importance {o every miner
and every consmmer of coal, and to the fotnre
industries of Western Australia, Then we
have the Church of England Diocesan Trustees’
Land Bill, the Dentists’ Bill, the Navigation
Act Amendment Bill, and the Conatitution Aect
Amendment Bill. T am sure we shall never
reach those. But imagine asking us, without
telling ne which of those measures are to Das
aperified, to go to a vote on the motion by the
Premier! To come to us from the Counci)
there is the Vermin Bill, the Fruit Cases Bill,
and one of extreme importance, which is as
dlebatable as almost any other subject wo have
had submitted to us, namely, the State Children
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Act Amendment Bill. So, in 16 days, we are
to get through more than 16 Bills, all of them
requiring weeks of discussion, if they are te
be treated adequately. The Premier tells us
that hy-and-by he will inform the House whieh
measures he intends to drop. Now is the time
to do it. We shonld know now what we are
expected to de¢ in the four weeks. I am ouly
one memher, and can only take my individoal
part, but I object most decisively to the work
of the country being rushed through pell-mel)
at this seagon of the year. If there iz a time
when we should not press additional labours
on the House it is in these hot months. To
this hot weather whieh is right upon us we
cannot give the mental consideration to im-
portant measures which we can in milder sea-
sons of the year. Tt must lead to disorder, to
lack of consideration, to flippaney, and to lack
of attention. It iz by this method of dealing
with legislation that we get on our statute
book imperfeet, wnworkable measures, which
have to be repealed and which credte vast mis
chief to the people at large. When the present
Government were appoinfed, I thonght we were
going to have an illustration of wise legislative
practices, that they were a Government that
would show by their business methods how
clearly, how quickly, and how aceurately they
could get through their work. Here is the fap-
end of the session and we have done nothing,
The scssion up to date might well be deseribed
as barren. No Bill has been put on the
statute-book about which any member could
boast with pride. We have left it to the fag
cnil of the session, and in 16 days we are ex-
peeted to do all the buginess on the Nofice
‘Paper. All the work of the session is left to
the last 16 days. On the 26th November wo
have still the Estimates before ns and the
whole of the business for which Parliament
was called together, The repatriation of our
soldiers, the Traffic Bill, the Roads Bill, mea
surcs Wwhich the country has been asking for
for years, are all piled up for the last fow
days. Then the Government expeet to pel
through by forcing inordinate work upon hon,
members, There are fimes when individual
members may justly be called upon to make
sacrifices, and when they may, in turn, call
upon their roserve encrgies to the utmost; hut
this shonld not be beenusa of lack of diligence,
lack of business energy, lack of clear and de-
finite purpose on the part of the Government,
It is unfair to ask members to assist the Gov-
ernmment through when it is practically their
own fanlt, To sit 16 nights in this hot
weather, and possibly all night on many of
those oceasions, is not conducive to our health
or the interests of the country, for we cannot
do that and do justice to the measures sub-
mitted to us. The measnres submitted to ug
meae the welfare of the people onc way orv the
other. We are betraying the people when We
fail to deal with the measures submitted to vs
in a deliberative maper. No legislator can do
his work properly at midnight and after im
the hot snmmer months. It iz impossible te
bring the brain to bear upon the subjeets sub-
mitted to us, and give that a2nalysis and eriti
gism which the citizens outside have a right to
expect from us. If Parliament is a mere mg-
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chine it is of no value; it is simply an incubus
upen the taxpayer, and of no service whatso-
ever to him. Until T know éxactly the amount
of work we have yet to do, I cannot vote for
the motion submitted by the Premier. There
may he one or two Bills that we must put
through, but it strikes me that if we diseuss
them ag they should be discussed, we are bound
to come back after Christmas. If we are
bound to come back after Christinas, then by
no means force upon this Assembly-that physi-
eal enduranee which is asked by this motion.
Let us wait nntil February, or until such time
as the House may come back ‘to ita labours
after the Christmas holidays, and go deliber-
ately to work, and we shall then cffect more
good and aecomplish more. I would sconer
have my endurance tested in that way than by
long sittings night after night, when I cannot
do justice to myself, the House, or the coun-
try. What T have said applies to every indi-
vidual member here, even to every member of
the Government. 1 would not complain if it

. had been the fault of any seetion of the House

as a section, or had the Country party blocked
the business or the Opposition had done so.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Country party
have done a little of it.
Hon, T. WALKER: They have had im-
portant matters to discuss, and they have
diseussed them,

Mr. Broun: There has been no stoncwall-
ing.
. Hon. T. WALKER: There has not been
any here.

Heon, W. C. Angwin: Oh yes, thera has,

Hon. T. WALKER: The delay has come
from the Treasury benches. If tho time of
the House has been wasted at all, it has been
wasted by members of the Government. We
have had Ministers repeatedly making
second Teading speeches on  every little
snggestion which has been made by any
member from any side of the House. We
have had the spectacle of one Minister pet-
ting up and arguing against his colleagues.
We have had Ministers answering the argu-
ments of Ministers, and debating amongst
themselves on that side of the House, and
taking wp the time of the House by taking
two sides on the Treasnry bench themselves,

The Premier: Oh, no!

Hop. T. WALKER: Ob, yes, we have had
that speetacle. Only the other night the
Premier said he had received no suggestion
whatever over the diseussion on the motion
for the return of the German colonies.

The Premier: Quite correet.

Hon. T. WALKER. He said he had ne
suggestion from anyone, and we had the
Treasurer immediately after, not having
heard the speech of the Premier, coming in
and saying that the motion was put forward
at the request of the Primc Minister,

The Colonial Treagurer: I satd I saw that
in the Press.

Hon. P. Collier: Oh, no!

Hon, T, WALKER: He did not say that,

The Colonial Treasurer: I meant to say that.

Hon. T. WALKER: That is only one in-
gtance of the kind.
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The Premier: Thai motion did not take
very long.

Hon, T. WALEER: No, but we have had
the Attorney General and the Minister for
Works arguing night after night against
cach other, not once, but repeatedly.

The Premier: No, not very often,

Hon. T. WALKER: The Minister for
Works and other Ministers have attacked
each other, and have taken different atand-
points upgn a measure submitted by the Gov-
ernment, ‘Whilst that goes on the House
cannot be expected to fall in now with this
sudden return to virtue, this rushing on after
all this dissipation, and this coming back
now to rectitude. We canpot permit that.
The House las got into the habit of quietly
allowing things to drift. We have heen
drifting, and playing with work to a large
extent. No part of the House is rdsponsible
for this except the Government. Therefore,
it is that T expect, before a vote is taken,
and before we are asked to vote, that we

ghould be placed in full posscssion of the

facts as to what the Government intend to
do in the 16 nights available before the
holidays. ¥f they intend to accomplish too
much, I shall protest, because the measures
are of too great importance to be slipped
over and machine-manufactured. They re-
quire brains for their treatment, and the
brains of members must not be heated with
the fever heat of mid-summer, and the elee-
trical excitement which comes from long sit-
tings. By over calling upon the powers of
nature, the brain becomes feverish, and the
nerves excited. I shall myself obJect to that
course being taken.

The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy—
Moore—in reply) [5.7]: It scems to me that
this session has difiered very little from
other seasions, and I thinlk the work of the
House hag proceeded more rapidly this ses-
gion than in many other sessions that T
have had to do with.

Hon. W. C. Angwin:
there.

Hon. P. Collier: The session has been
amicable, but the work has not gone through
rapidly.

The PREMIER : It is satisfactory teo
know that the work has been carried out
amicably, and I think it has been carried cut
fairly rapidly too. I agree with the member
for Kanowna (Hon. T. Walker) that it is
very unwise to endeavour to carry on Parlia-
ment into the summer months, Parliament
should endecavour to prevent that. Members
cannot do their work in the heat of sum-
mer, more particularly when they have other
duties to attend to, to the same cxtent as
they can in the cooler weather. There is no
desire on the part of the Government to rush
these Bills pell-mell through the House. I
intended to take the House into my confi-
dence dnring the week in regard to the
measures which the Government thought de-
sirable to proceed with, but in order to re-
lieve the minds of hon. members opposite I
am now prepared to take them se far into
my confidence as to enlighten them on the

The resulits are not
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subject of what Bills the Government in-
tend to proceed with. When I say that T
am not telling the House anything unusual. I
have mnever known of a session yet when
there has not been, in Parliamentary
phraseclegy, a slanghtering of the innocents.
There are always many Bills on the Notice
Paper whieh have to be dropped and pro-
ceeded with in the following session. It is
the intention of the Government not to pro-
ceed with the Road Districts Bill, which will
take months to consider.

Mr, Broun: People have been waiting 15
years for that.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: They had one in 1912,

The PREMIER: Neither is it our intention
to proceed with the Traffic Bill.

Hon. W. Q. Angwin: That is s matter of
urgency.

The PREMIFER: Nor the Land Drainage
Bill, nor the Dog Act Amendment Bill, nor
the Fertlhaers and Foodstufis Bill, nor the
Coal Mines Regulation Act Amendment Bill,
nor the Dentists Bill, Although these Bills
are of importance, they are Bills which will
take so much disecussion that it will be im-
possible to deal with them in the time at our
disposal. With these Billa off the Notice
Paper I think we should be in a position to
close very shortly. There will, however, be a
Wheat Marketing Bill, and one or two reen.
acting measures of a 'formal character. The
Roads Act is to be re-enacted, and there will
be a Licensing Act and the re-enactment of
the Postponement of Dehts Act.

The Minister for Mines: There may be a
short Tramways Bill

Hon. P. Collier;Will there be anythmg new
of a contentious charactor?

The PREMIER: T trust that the Billa
which the Government prepose to hring for-
ward will not be of a contentious character.

Mr. Broun: I would like to move an amend-
ment,

Mr. SPEAKER: The Premicr has repheﬂ
and the hon, member is too late.

Question put and passed.

BILL—WHEAT MAREKETING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Tntroduced by the Premier (for the Minis-
ter for Industries) and read a first time,

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1918-19.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 22nd November; Mr,
Stubbs in the Chair.
Mires Department, Ion. . A. Hudson,

Minister.

Vote—Mines, £60,642:

The MINISTER FOR MINES AND RAIL.
WAYS (Hen. (. A, Hudson—Yilgarn)
[6.15]: In introducing the Estimates uof the
Mines Departmept I do not intend to commit
the offence of delaying the proceedings of this
Chamber. The admonitious which have been
administered during the last few minutes have
fallen eo heavily upon members of the Minis-
try that T hope I shall escape.
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Hon. P, Collier: You are not an offender.
The MINISTER FOR MINLKES: The posi-
tion of the mining industry is one which re-

quires eareful consideration at the present
juneture, especially as we find that our
gold output iz gradually decreasing to

such an extent as to become alarming. The
gold output up to the end of October last
amounted to £137,082,933. During the year
1918 the production was valued at £3,144,602
and compared with the corresponding period
of the previous year, there was a decreage of
£200,753. The position of the mining indus-
tty Las been expiained from time to time in
this Chamber and through the Press, and the
reasons given for the decreasing output are
that the commodity is a diminishing one and
we have not now the number of men employed
that were employed during the previous years.
During the year 1914 there were gpproxi-
mately 12,000 men employed in the gold
mining industry. In 1916 there were abont
8,000, and in 1917 the number was further
reduced by another 1,000. 8o that there has
been a great falling off in the number of men
engaged in the industry. That is one of the
reasons for the decrease in the output. The
other one, which has had the effect of stopping
speculation in mining and has detracted from
the interest that is usually shown in the in-
dustry, has been the fact that the cost of the
commodities and the accessories necessary for
the extraction of gold and the working of the
mines has greatly increased during the period
of the war, and in some cases has become al-
most prohibitive. That aspect of the matter
waa referred {0 during the debate on the Ad-
dress-in-Reply and complaints were nade that
the Government had not done enough in the
direetion of endeavouring to secure a redue-
tion in the prices. I can give the Commitiee
an asgurance that the Government have mada
efforts in that direetion.  Their prineipal
efforts were directed to endeavouring to secure
supplies of the articles themselves. We have
had a diffieulty in securing explosives, not so
much becavae of the high price, but in the
direction of getting regular shipments, and I
regret to say that the latest information is to

the effect that the price of explo-
sives iz not likely to be decreased to
any material extent within the imme-

diate future. The ingredients used in their
manufacture have been almost exhansted and
particularly the commodity, glycerine. Efforts
are being made to economise and we are hop-
ing, now that the war is over, that there will
be a general decrease in the price charged and
that it will be possible to come to the assist-
ance of the industry. I have referred to ex-
plosives particularly, because I wanted the
Committee to be thoroughly acquainted with
the facts and the diffculties which have pre-
vented us from securing supplies, and so that
hon. members might not be so eritical of the
Government as they would otherwise he, An-
other matter which i3 frequently discussed
with regard to the mining industry, ia the faet
that whilst the cost of produwetion has been
increased, the price received for the com-
modity has remained the same. There has
been a good deal of speculation rife as to
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whether or not an effort should be made to
bring about an inerease in the price paid for
gold, and applieations have been made to the
varions Governments to induce them to assist
in bringing that about. It is a very complex
and intricate subjeet, and I found on inquiry
that it was not possible under war conditions
at any rate, to secure an increase in the price
of gold, Indeed it was argued that gold might
not possibly be required after the war to the
same extent ag it was required before.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We will have more

paper.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That idea
has been argned in various magazines aid by
various guthors.. I read only yesterday an ar-

" ticle by Mr., Knibbs on ‘‘Reconstructive effort

after the war.,’”’ Mr. Enibbs dealt with the
subjeet in such a way that I may be permit-
ted to read an extract from his article. He
writes—

All debts between mnations or TPeoples,
whether war indemnities or interest upon
loan, are in the main paid in goods, in fact,
the total transfer of metallic currency is re-
latively almost a negligible quantity. The
method of modern civilisation is really a
method of equating goods against goods,
and the accountancy in commection therewith
i3 a cancelling of eounter-credits, as is ob-
vious to anyone who has had anything to do
with bills of exchange. All disturbances
which have been produced by the ¢onecentra-
tion of gold helding in certain countries will,
ne douht, soon pass away, for probably
there is in the world, at the present time,
more than sufficient gold for the balancing
of exchange. In general, the prodvetion of
gold beyond currency needs, and for the
purposes of the arts, would have the effect
only of depreciating gold in relation to
other commodities—that is, of raising prices.
As goon as currency needs and the general
requirements of the arts are satisfied, there-
fore, a relatively limited production is all
that is necessary. Nevertheless, loeal circum-
stances may modify this and require local
production to meet special cireumastances as
regards exchange, Moreover, so long as our
finaneial machinery is operated as at pre-
sent, the increasing populations will require
an in¢reasing total of available geld.

That indicates one side of the picture, but the
other is depicted in articles in other journals.
Those articles of course may not have the
same bearing on the question now that the
war is over, as when they were written, but
the mean may be taken and it may be said
that in Weatern Australia we will be safe in
producing as much gold as we can and that
the price we will get for it will be the nominal
price which we obtained before the war. With
regard to the encouragement of mining and
the value of the gold won, we have to take into
consideration the cost of getting it, and that
has a distinet bearing on the development of
our low-grade propositions. I daresay hon.
members have noticed that in England a com-
mittee has been appointed to deal with the
subject of encouraging gold mining through-
out the world, and that that committes ap-
pointed a special committee to deal with the
subject of the encouragement of low-grade
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propositions. The Government are in close
toueh through the Agent General with that
committec,

. - Hon. P, Collier: Who are they?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
tell the hon. member the names just now, but
SBir Newton Moore is one of them,

Ion., P. Collier: I thought so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Mr. Robin-
son is another,

MHon. P. Collier: And Doolette.

The MINISTER FXFOR MINES:
Doolette iz on the other committee.

Mr. Troy: Mr. Doolette made the statement
a little while back that mining was handicap-
ped by increased wages, whereas, as a matter
of fact, there have not been any increases.
Statements like that are calewlated te mislead
the British investor,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I did not
see that statement; but I did see a statement
that the price of gold should be inereased. I
did not read the report of the proceedings at
the mecting of the Bullfinch Mining Company,
and was not awarc that Mr. Doolette had
made such a statement. Iowever, we are keep-
ing in touch with the committee,

Hon. P. Collier: Do not waste your money
on cables, ’

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In the
meantime we are dealing with the subject our-
selves, There is great concern as to the price
likely to be obtained, not for gold, but for
base metals. That matter is largely in the
hands of the Federal Government. As is known
the Federal CGovernment have prohibited the
exportation of base metals from Australia and
they have insisted on the sale of them to the
British Munitions Department at a fixed price.

Hon. W. (. Angwin: Are you going to pro-
test against an extension of that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At the
present time the TFederal Government have
offered to take copper for three months after
the end of the present year.

Mr, Lambert: It is a question as to whether
they have the right or authority to interfere
with our rights under peace conditions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: TUnfortu-
nately we are not yet under peace conditions,
but we hope to be so shortly., The Federal
Government have now the power of fixing the
price and the power also to prevent the ex-
portation of the mineral or the ore.

Hon. P. Collier: What did you say they
wore guaranteeingd

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They are
guaranteeing the producer a price for copper
eqnal to the price now being paid, until three
months after the expiration of the present
contract. That contract expires at the end
of the current year, The same difficulty ap-
plies to lead. Tin is likely to maintain its
price and so are other base metals such as
tungsten and wolfram. We are more kesnly
concerned, however, with regard to copper and
lead and the price fixed for their sale. Tt is
encouraging to know that the output of these
base metals has increased during the past
year,

Hon. . Collier: The value has.

Mr.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There has
bheen an increase in the value of lead, copper,
tin and coal. With regard to scheelite, we are
endezvouring to encourage its production by
establishing, as T promised last ycar, a plani
at Coolgardie, This plant will be able to
treat that mineral. Mon., members no donbt
will remind me of & promise I made to estab-
lish a plant for the treatment of molybdenite
at Whrriedar,

Mr, Troy: Whent

Tho MINISTER 1OR MINES: When there
is sufficlent ore produced to warraut the con-
struction of the plant.

Mr, Lambert: Does that also apply to Cool-
gurdie?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: We are
also pleased to be able to refer to the discov-
cry in the Kanowna distriet of the mineral
known as alunite, which contains a large per-
centage of potash and alumina. The potash is
a commodity we are desirous of obtaining in
Australia for the farmers and for its alkalis
generally. Alumina is readily saleable and in
order to ascertain how far the deposit cxtends,
we are mapking advances against the product
and storing it so as to encourage prospectors
and eventually discover what quantities are
there, so that we may be able to say what
market can be obtained and whether it can be
produced profitably. The department has also
aegisted returned soldiers by providing out-
fits and, through the Repatriation Board, with

sustenanee and, in some instances, itself
providing such faecilities. About 70 pros-
pectors have been sent out during the

last few months, and I am pleased to say that
a uumber of them have shown good rosults.
They have been out for some months now
and we are expecting reports from them to-
wards the end of the year. Those reports
which have been received to date have heen
most encouraging. The committee which has
been appointed to instruet prospectors in re-
gard to their going out deserve some mecd
of commendation. Mr. Higgins, Mr. Simpson,
and the other gentlemen employed on that
work have given a good deal of their own
time to it, and as a result of their efforts the
prospectors have received a store of useful
lenowledge, With regard to the Estimates
themselves, whilst they show a total increase
in expenditure of £612, an examination of the
items will diselose that there is a considerable
decrense in actual expenditure. The heavy
item which aceounts for the increase in the
total expenditure is the one for the Govern-
ment contribution towards the Mineworkers’
Relief Fund. A promise was made some years
ago that agsistance would be given to this
fund but for various reasons—the cash bal-
ance wag somewhat depleted—it was decided
not to make the money available, This has
now been made available and it is intended
to be used for the relief of widows and or-
phans. The Chamber of Mines has inereased
its subseription, the workers also have in-
ereased theirs and the Government have in-
creased theirs by nearly £2,500. Contribn-
tions to this fund is possibly an item which
should not properly have found its place o
the Estimates of the Mines Department.
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Nevertheless, 1 think the institution is well
mauaged and is deserving of every encourage-
ment. The men are helping themselves, the
employers arc helping and the Government
are also assisting. The actual revenue re-
ccived through the Mines Department shows
an increase of about £3,000.

Mr. DUFFR (Claremont) [5.39]: I desire to
preface my remarks on the mining industry
with 2 statement, and I trust that my obser-
vations will be regarded in the interests of
mining and not be treated by members as per-
sonal criticism of past and present members
of this House who have discharged the on-
erous functions which are attached to the
oftice of Minister for Mines. 1 elaim te have
an intimate knowledge of the industry, hav-
ing been closely associated with it in its vary-
ing forms for over 25 years., [ found the in-
dustry a hard taskmaster holding, as it were,
fortune or failure in cither hand behind its
back. Therefore, I trust that my old and
esteemed friend, the Minister for Mines, will
view my comments as impersonal. My mo-
tives nim at the advancement of the industry
and the good of the State. I believe the Min-
ister for Mines to be actvated by worthy
motives. The outstanding and prime necessity
to maintain and develop the mining industry
is the appointment of a Commissioner for
Mines, some permanent anthority direeting
and eontinuing a policy of developing and sus-
taining mining in every branch, a competent
and responsible administrator whose sole duty
would be to keep a close toueh with our most
important industry. Some hon. members may
consider that the existing service of the Mines
Department provides this need. May 1 here
gtate that I have 2 good word to say for the
Mines Department.. L respeet its officers and
appreciate their publie spirit and application
to duty. But no matter how efficient and cap-
able a department may be, there is, in the
present form of constitutional government, a
system that must dislocate and disrupt sound
administration. I refer of course to those fre-
quent and unavoidable changes in Ministries.
During the past two and a half years np
fewer than four gentlemen have held the posi-
tion of Minister for Mines, After Mr. Rob-
ingon took over from Mr, Collier, he took stepr
to inaugurate a conference of mining men,
and T do not suppose there was ever a mora
representative gathering of minring men got
together than attended that conference in
Kalgoorlie. I was there representing West-
onia, and I think there were some 80 other
delegates prepared to give all the informa-
tion glenned and gathered during a long
mining experience. Everyone worked hard,
and the conference sat for five days, and at
the end of the conference the Minister, who
appeared to be very enthusingtic, when
thanking us, told us that we had prepared a
brief for him, that he intended returning to
Perth and bringing about a new era in the
mining industry.

Hon. P. Collier: Which Minister was that?

Mr. DUFF: Mr. Rebinson. What hap-
pened? Mr. Robinson returned to Perth
and a few weeks later he went out and
Mr, Seaddarn came in. We had Mr. Sead-
dan as Minister for Mines for ahont
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five weeks, und he then had to go be-
fore his electors on accepting a portfolio.
He was defeated, and out went Mr. Scad-
dan and in came My, Hudsen., I do not pro-
pose commenting on Mr, Hudson, or to sug-

. geat that he is not putting enthusiasm into

his work, but I do say that we should have
& mining man in charge, so that the State

should not lose the uadvantages which it
ghould reap from that conference., Mauny of
the suggestions made at the conference

would have made a difference in the mining in-
dustry, and had they been adopted the in-
dustry would not be in the position we find
it in to-day. Do not sueh changes stand in
the way of the initiation and the continu-
ance of un efficient, acientific, practieal, ad-
ministrative policy regarding mining? Such
a poliecy wonld require abilities of the
highest order. I am and will continuc to be
an unswerving advocate of the appointnient
of a Commissioner for Mines, an officer re-
sponsible, if need be, only to Cabinet, an
officer placed beyond the reach of any poli-
tician, who may be even jealous of his
ability, one entirely removed from political
influence. He should be paid a salary which
would make him independent and ensure the
office from jeopardy for a reasonable term.
We have a Commissioner for Railways, a Publie
Service Commissioner, a Price Fixing Com-
missioner, & Conservator of Forests. Why not
a Commissioner for Mines?

Hon, W. C. Angwin: How about Commis-
sioners for everything and doing away with

Parlinment? Your proposition takes away the
rights of the people.
Mr. DUFF: If the hon. member who in-

terjected had a little more interest in mining
he would not say that. He may have some
interest in Parliamentarians, but he has none
in mining.

Hon, W.'C. Angwin: We have a State Min-
ing Engineer, what more do you wantf¥ Why
not hand over the whole thing to the Chamber
of Mines; that would satisfy you.

Mr. DUFF: Against my proposition it will
probably be urged that funds are not avail-
able. I venture to say that the appointment
of a Commissioner would amply pay for itself,
if only by eliminating the loss caused by tha
confinuous ¢hanges in Ministerial control.
Would any member, if in contrel of a large
organisation, stand for one moment repeated
changes in its management? Mining has done
cverything for this State, and I am sure the
mining industry will again come to our rescue
if we only go the right way about it, I have
a reeord here of 11 mines producing 67 million
ounces out of a total of 137 milliona won;
and what I would like to know is what the
Government are going to do to replace these
mines, Some of them are already dead, two
or three are dying, and the others I am afraid
will not last very long. T think no one in this
Chamber would say that the expenditure of
£50,000 in systematic progpecting would nof
ke justified if it resulted in the discovery of
one new goldfield. Rigid economy is cortainly
easential, but it is not essential to starve, dis-
Tocate and Aiseconraca anr Minine indnaterve
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‘which is languishing to-day mainly owing to
the increased cost of labour and everything
vlse connected with mining, due more partieu-
larly to war conditions, The mining companies
to-day are not spending dividend money. Take
the Westonia field, where I have been manag-
ing two of the mines, We cannot get divi-
dends—whyt  The present purchasing valee
of the sovercign to the mine owner is only
from one-half to three-quarters what it previ-
ously was. In a cable two or threc weeks ago
we were told that the British Government had
sold to the gold manufacturers a2 quantity of
gold at £5 17s, 6, per ounce. Wo do not get
the benefit of that. They will not come to our
rescuc and pay us an extra pound or two on
gold won,

Member: Who will nott

Mr. DUFI': The British Government. But
they have sold to the gold manufacturers at
£5 178. 6d. This shows how badly we are
placed as far as our gold production is con-
eerned. As the Minister has aiready told us,
there is even now sitting in London a confer-
ence whose business it is to determine upon
methods to stimulate the gold-mining industry
again. 8o far as Yilgarn is eoncerned, which
covers an area of 50 by 160 square miles,
there is only one mine in that district fo-day
which is sinking, that is the Deep Levels mine,
I suppose that is due to the absence of pro-
gpectors and the heavy mining costs. I ask
the Government to provide for the prospector
and the mine owner of the Westonia distriet
a horing plant. That would help to get over
the difficolties which have to be contended
with in that area. Tho area is covered by a
deep alluvinl deposit. On the surface there is
2 heavy overburden, which has to be got
through; and then one has to get through the
kaolin in order to réach the gneiesie rock.
Many of our prospectors have spent their
time and their money in sinking, and then
have been compelled to discontinue owing to
the natural difficulties of the ground. If the
Government would provide a boring plant and
delineate the gneissic rock area, much capital
would be brought into the distriet, and the
prospector himgelf would be benefited. Such
aetion would tend also to help dispel the feel-
ing which exists thronghout the State that
the Mines Department cxists principally for
the purpose of collecting fees and imposing
oncrous conditions on the prospector and the
leaseholder. I do not say I share that view to
the full, but we do want the department to
show some intcrest in the industry, and this
i3 a suggestion which eomes forward not only
from myself by from the famous littla dis-
triet of Westonia. I believe the geological
braneh could be brought more. closely into
fouch with the prospector and the mine owner.
We know that large sums of money are annu-
ally spent on this branch, and it is considered
that the mining industry should benefit more
directly from the operations of the branch
than it is doing at present. A little reorgan-
jsation and overhaul of methods wounld, I am
sure, do much good. True, every facility is
given to the prospector and others to send
forward samples of ore for testing purpdses.

[ASSEMBLY.]

That work is, in faet, donme with expedition;
I do not think any other department does work
like it. But, still, T believe a fair amount of
improvement to be possible in the field work
of the geological branch.

Hon., P. Collier: The Goveroment are get-
ting rid of some of the best men in that
branch.

Mr, DUTF: T am very sorry te hear that,
because the work of the branch ia very im-
portant. There is always unnecessary delay
in the publication of the reports of the geo-
logists. In the_ distriet of Westonia we had
a goeologist at work for three solid years
before ever a report was published. It is
most important that such reports should be
made public as seon as possible, especially
in the case of distriets where there is diffi-
cult ground to work, -In such cases an ex-
pert should be sent along at once to report
to the deparfment, and the department should
send out the report as speedily as possibie.
But in the case of Westonia, where the assist-
ance of a geologist was particularly desir-
able, thice years were allowed to elapse be-
fore a report was made available. Again, I
would like to see the geologist follow closely
upon the heels of the prospector, more par-
ticularly in the case of new discoveries, It
would save mueh time to those following the
prospector, and perhaps the investing public
would be saved a lot of money. Possibly
some of those booms of ours which burst so
quickly would never have come into exist-
ence at all under such conditions. I am try-
ing to impress upon the Minister that the
geologist sghould follow closely upon the
heels of the prospector, so as to make publie
the vaiue of a new rush, Copies of the re-
ports of the geologists should be sent to
those directly intercsted, on the fields to
whieh the reports refer, sinee these men are
far away from civilisation and may net be
able to obtain such reports otherwise. Again,
the ordinary monthly reports of the Mines
Department are gencrally belated, scant, and
unjlluminative. - In a State like Western
Australin, where we look for so much from
the mining industry, one would think the
department would tell off an official to do
nothing else but look after the publication
of reports eoming in through the wvariong
centres. But one can refer to any of the
departmental papers without seeing a line
regarding any of the famous fields. There
may he gome old mining reports of a couple
of months baek. I saw one the other day,
giving Augnst ecrushings in October. Such
things are of no interest to anybody. The
reports should be published in the month
following that to which they refer. These
things point to an unpardonable lack of offi-
cial publicity regarding Western Australia’s
mineral resources. No doubt war conditions
explain a good deal of what is now lacking,
but much wider publicity should be given
to cur great national industry. The same re-
mark applies to our secondary industries.
Take our first class publications, such as the
**Golden West’’ or the Christmas number of
the ‘‘Western Mail’’; one may search them
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in vain for a line of Government advertise-
mont of our regources. That iz not right.
Before the war many mines in other coun-
tries were sold as the result of publicity
given in London by the means I suggest.
Publicity is no new suggestion. Tt obtains
in South Africa, and notably in Canada,
which latter country has come into promin-
ence through nothing but its advertising.
Just before the war New South Wales
launched out on a big advertising campaign.
What is good enough for those countries
ought to be good enough for Western Aus-
tralia, with its sparse population and its
wonderful undeveloped resources, Publicity
is even more essential to Western Australia,
by reason of our comparative isplation. Ae-
cording to all accounts, the Agent General's
office contains mo official able to give infor-
mation to inguirers regarding our mining in-
dustry. The only records kept in that
branch of the Agent General’s office are a
¢ouple of torn and belated files containing
batches of mining notes and reports from
this side, all of them very old indeed. Mostly
the information, stale and out of date aa it is,
relates to some crushing on some outback
field. More illuminating matter is required
if we want to push our mining industry
at Home. The Queensland Government pub-
lish a monthly mining report, and that is
forwarded to the Queensland Agent General
and is obtainable on application to that
official. Gold is a great magnet, a great im-
migration agent. We koow that in 2]l parts
of the world there are unsettled sections of
the population ever on the wateh for soma
new discovery to which they may rush in
order to make their fortunes. That being the
case, why should mot we advertise our gold
resources more effectively than we are doing
it now? We may not unearth any more
Golden Miles or Meekatharras or Westonias,
but I am absolutely convinced that we shall
get plenty of mines to take the places of
those which are declining. Publicity, and
better control of the industry, are absolutely
csgential; and that is ome of the reasons
why I champion the appointment of a mines
commissioner. A8 regards the soldier pros-
peetor, it is a matter of glorious history how
the miners and the prospectors of Western
Australia rallied round the flag, from far dis-
tant parts of the State, from the long gal-
leries of our deep mines, from the surface,
and, indeed, from cvery mining section of
this conntry.” They ail answered the claricn
call of the Empire. Though some fill the
graves of heroes in foreign lands, others are
with us again, and we hope ere long to wel-
come back the boys still upholding the flag
of liberty and demoeracy in France, Bel-
gium, Palestine, and Egypt. We look for.
ward to their return, and provision shonld
be made for those splendid fellows. Every
opportunity must be afforded them of re-
turning to their old calling. If ineapacitated,
they must be provided with some oceupation
equally good but less arduous. Here again,
the services of a mines commissioner are re-
quired, The Minister has fold us that he
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has already equipped and sent out some 60
or 70 soldier prospectors.

Hon. P. Collier: But the Commonwealth
is finding the necessary sustenance.

Mr., DUFF: Yes, but our Minister Is
doing the rest, A considerable waste of
money is liable to oecur in this ¢onnection.
On the other hand, there are now in
Western Australia many old prospectors,
and if our Minister were to gather
in g few of them and, if they are
willing, send them out sahead of parties,
much good would result. We do not want these
old prospectors hanging about the ontskirts of
our goldfields towns; we want to have them
out looking for mnew country, prospecting
where there is a chance of making new dis-
coveries. As everybody knows, cur auriferous
belt extends from Ravensthorpe right through
to the North; and [ am sure there are thou-
sandgs of miles which have never yet
been looked at even, If the Minis-
ter were to meet some of these old
prospectors at the social gathering o
be held on Monday next, he would secure
some valuable information. At that gather-
ing there will be some of the old Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie prospeetors. I hope the Miun-
ister will be there, becanse the function has
been specially arranged for Mounday night in
order that he may be able to attend, As to
abandoned leases, there are many which could
be worked at a profit even in these abnormal
times. When one ¢omes to think of the early
days, which I remember perfeetly well, one
recognises that leases were abandoned after
shafts had heen sonk, and very fair prospeets
ohtained, up to the ounce, Decause the facili-
ties for crushing were not there,

Mr. Foley: Does the hon. member know of
a show going half an cunce that is not being
worked in this Siate now?

Mr. DUFF: If the hon, member interject-
ing will leave the matter for about a week,
T shall be able to tell him of two or three.
[ am not prepared with the information at
this moment, Now the war is over, we ought
to be able to get mining requisites near the
mark, and mining costs should appreciably
decrease. We know that eolossal factories
have been working night and day making in-
struments of destruction, and that these fae-
tories will soon turn thejr attention from the
sword to the plough, or to mining machinery.
This will assist ug to win from mother earth
the wealth that lies hidden in her bosom.

Hon. P. Collier: The average value of ore
last year was slightly better than the wvalue
in previouns years.

Mr, DUFF: 1 suppose the mines were work-
ing the ore known to be of good value, ag
is the way of mine managers,

Hon. P. Collier: But the higher value of
the ore was more than eaten up by the in-
ereased cost.

Mr. DUFF: The mines that T am looking
after cannot make a dividend just now. How-
ever, when cyanide and other requisites come
down in price, we hope to de hetter.

Hon, P. Collier: That may be due, not to
a fall in values, but to increased cost of stores
and reguisites.



1170

Mr. DUFF: We know that the values of
all the prominent mincs have fallen consider-
ably, and that mining requisites and stores
are at such gz price that we cannot Iook for
dividends. I suggest that the Government
should purchase a large quantity of mining
requisites and stores and retail them at cost
priee, plus administrative eharges. This would
help the plucky mine-owners to keep going,
and so would assist the industry and the State.
1 do not know why there should not be for

the mine owners and prospectors some
practicable scheme on the lines of the
assistance  meted out to  agricultural
settlers. The Government  ought o

consider a bigger secheme than they have av
present for assisting prospectors and small
mine-owners., A lot of good could be done by
the feormation of mining boards, which could
be established on lines similar to those of
the old progress associntions. Hon. members
from the goldfields will remember the greau
good that resulted from the efforts of the pro-
gress agsociations, such as that at Hannans,
of which I wag once a member. It was the
forerunner of the municipal council, and it did
a great deal of good. If the Minister would
get a capable organiser it would be the easiest
thing in the world to cstablish mining boards,
more particunlarly in places like Marvel Loch
and Bullfinch, where they have very little to
do on Sunday afternoons, and where they
eould be got together at that time, and the
department could be thus brought more closely
into touch with them than at present. They
conld exchange views,

Mr. Foley: They usually do on Sunday
afternoons,

Mr, DUFF: If the Minister desires to find
out where he is geing to send some of the re-
turned soldiers to open up abandoned shows,
the establishment of these small beards would
be the first step in the right direction. Tt is
the only way by which the Mines Department
ean be brought into touch with the outside
mining community. After what T saw on a
trip T had with the Minister the other day,
L am sur¢e it would be a very easy matter to
establish mining boards in outback districts.
[ feel sanguine that the return of prosperity
to our State, more particularly in the mining
districts, would be brought about by a prae-
tical and scientifie exploitation of our mining
resources, We should show mere faith than
we are doing in the mining industry. I do not
know why we should be faint-hearted.

The Minister for Minea: We are not,

Mr. DUFF: Tf the Minister will go about
it in the way I suggest T am sure prosperity
will be our just reward.

Mr., MUNSIE (Hannans} [6.4]: With the
Minister, I deplore the fact that the gold yield
is pradunlly decreasing. ITn Western Austra-
lia the industry has produced minerals to the
value of £139,905,802, and of that totul, pola
has produced £133,888,331, or within £6,017,
471 of the total mineral wealth produced in
Western Australin,  Seeing that that is the ease,
and that, as the Minister pointed out, the yield
is gradually decreasing, it behoves the Govern-
ment to do all they ean to assist gold mining,
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The Miunister stated that the Government had
considerable diffieulty in regard to obtaining
supplics of mining requisites for the carrying
on of the industry, { was surprised to hear
the Minister declare that although peace was
in sight he had no immediate hopes of the
price of fractenr being reduced.

The Minister for Mines: That is, on the
reports I 'have had to date..

Mr. MUNSIE: Tt is in this direction that
somcthing could be done by the Government te
assist mining. There is not the slightest doubt
that when an hon, member states that every-
thing possible should be done to assist mining,
the Government also realise that it should be
done; but they think it is up to some member
to suggest means by which assistance could be
given. The member for Claremont’ has made
several suggestions which might result in satis-
factory assistancce being given to the gold-
mining industry. In regard to mining requi-
gites, [ honestly believe the Government, see-
ing that they bave done so much to foster other
primary industries, would be wise in taking
sole control of the importation into Western
Australia of the whole of the necessary min-
ing requisites. The member for Claremont
suggested that the Government should purchase
a considerable quantity of mining requisites
and stores and retail them to the prospeetor
at cost price, plus administrative charges. I
do not agree with that. I hope the Govern-
ment, if they decide to assist the prospector in
this direction, will cut out the middleman and
do their own importing, T do not see why the
Government should purchase mining requisites
from the middleman and charge his little profit
to the prospector.

The Mijnjster for Mines: Do you mean in
regard to the comsumption by the Mines De-
partment, or generally?

Mr, MUNSIE: I refer to the total require-
ments of the inining industry in Western Aus-
tralin. T venture to say that Strelitz Bros, as
importers of fracteur and suppliers of dyna-
mite to the mining companies, made tens of
thousands of pounds, simply by signing their
name.

Hon. B. Collier: And they will resume eon-
trol of the business again.

Mr. MUNSTE: WNow that the war iz over
there is a possibility of the same firm con-
tinving to make their tens of thousands of
pounds simply by signing their name.  The
Government could do something there. If the
State Government find a difficulty in becoming
the sole importers of mining requisites that
cannot be produced in the State, they ought
to endeavour to influence the Federal Govern-
ment to do it. Personally I helieve the Gom-
monwealth Government should be the sole im-
porter of cyanide, zine, fracteur, and explo-
sives of all deseriptions, which are not manu-
factured in Australia. Therg is another way
in which the industry could be assisted: T am
pleased to hear that o number of returned
soldiers have bheen provided with prospecting
outfits under the scheme outlined by the Gov-
crnment and the Repatriation Department.
But T am informed that the majority of those
outfits supplied to the prospeetors were pro-



[26 NovemBER, 1918.)

cured brand new from Perth, I am told that
certain prospecting parties belonging exelu-
sively to Kalgoorlie and Bounlder have been
granted the sustenance allowance from the
Repatriation Department, and the necessary
outfits, and that those outfits have been sup-
plied brand new from Perth or from Fre-
mantle. Seeing that the Government have de-
partmental officers all over the goldfields,
surely they ought to be able to repose suffi-
cient trust in those officors to allow them to
procure suitable outfits on the goldfields. It
there are none ready made, what is wrong with
# local firm heing given a chance to supply
them?

Hon. . Collier:
second hand,

My, MUNSIE: And at o much cheaper rate.
There is another matter which has been fre-
quently mentioned. As a matter of faet I was
bone of a deputation whieh waited on the pre-
vigus Minister for Mines in regard to this, and
T know the objection raised by the Mines De-
partment. Let we explain. There are in-
numerable instances of the formation of small
syndicates to take on old shows. Successive
Governments have been fairly generous in
granting assistance to small parties of this
kind. But this is where a difficulty crops up:
if one of those parties abandon the show they
are working on, and some old gold miner comes
along prepared to put his eapital and labour
into the abandoned show, he has to agree to
tnke on the liability of those who have been
working it. 1 hold that such a man should be
allowed to take up the show and work it with-
out being required to take on the liability of
those who have abandoned it.

They can always be bought

Mr. Foley: Provided precautions are taken
to prevent their coming back again.

Sitting suapended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, MUNSIE: It may be asked where we
stand in this matter. I realize that we have
to be ecareful, inasmuch as some people may
play on the facilities offered by the Govern-
ment, get gssistance from them and by some
means get out of the show, and still hold an
interest in it in some underhand way. Each
individual case will, of course, have to be
treated on its merits, Seeing that the Govern-
ment are prepared to assist other industries in
the State T would suggest that a fair thing
would be for the Government, in the case of
a party coming along and taking uwp an old
show on which the Government had a lien, to
express their willingness to allow those people
to take it up on the condition that, after pay-
ing all cxpenses and allowing themselves or-
dinary wages on the Arbitration Court seale,
the Glovernment should be entitled to say that
they will then take a percentage of the profits
over and above that in order fo recoup them
for the advance made upon the show to some-
one else.

The Minister for Mines:
tice now.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have heard of a case in
which it has been done, but the Government

That ia the prae-
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vofortunately are very strict in compelling
people who desire to take up a holding to
sign some sort of agreement, making them-

selves liable for the lien held by the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Mines:. Only under cer-
tain conditions.

Mr MUNSIE: I think that in some cases
the Government percentage is too high. With
regard to the agricultural industry, abandonei
holdings have been taken up in connection
with which the agriculturist has a much better
deal from the Government for the money ' ow-
ing than the miner can get if he is (lesirous
of taking up & mining holding to-day, If it
is a good proposition in the case of the agri-
eultural industries and the Agricultoral Bank,
it should be a good preposition in the mining
industry for auch reasonable terms to be
given. In my opinion the percentage is too
high and the conditions are too strict.

The Minister for Mines: Otherwise the
practice is as you suggest.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. I was interested in
the statement made by the Minister in con-
nection with the committee with which the
Government are keeping closely in toueh, with
vegard to the aystem of subsidising the gold
output or increasing the value of gold. There
has been 2 good deal of disevssion in regard
to the subsidy of £1 an ounce on the gold pro-
duced. I do not favour the suggestion. It is
a fairly bhig bonus to the already rich company
and not much inducement to the prospector to
go out to find new gold mines, or to the
struggling mines. Tnstead of giving a pound
per ounce the Goverament showld go
a good deal further and give a pound
for pound eubsidy for genuine develop-
mental work. The cases would have all
to Dbe treated on their merits Where
there are large companies which have declared
dividends to the extent of thousands of pounds,
even millions of pounds, T would not say that
they should reeeive a pound for pound for
doing developmental work now, but I do say
the Government ean assist mining materially
by lelping the genuine prospector, the smail
syndieate, and the new company. They can do
this by giving a pound for pound grant to de-
velopmental work. If the Government went in
for such a system I believe it would do a great
deal towards restoring mining in Western Aus-
tralia, Fhe member for Claremont said that
mining requisites and the cost of the mining
and of labour had gone up 50 per cent. The
inecreased cost of labour in connection with the
mining industry is practieally infinitesimal in
this State. I admit that the Federated Miners
Union cited a case before the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court——

Mr. Daff:
May mine.

Mr. MUNSIE: And the men got the enor-
mous increase of one penny per day,

_ Mr. Mullany: Thet+ hag been practically no
increase.

Mr. MUNSIE: There has been practically
no in¢rease so far as the employees in the min-
ing industry are concerned.

In connection with the Edna
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Mr, Harrison: What class of work was done
by these ment

Mr, MUNSIE: The increase was given in
connection with vnderground work. The cost
of mining per ton in Wastern Australia in
1013 was 19s 6d., and for the year ended 30th
June, 1917, the cost had inereased to 23s. 4d.
per ton, which means an additional cost of
about 45, That inerease was brought about prin-
cipally owing to the increased cost in mining
requisites, and to the inereased _depth of the
principal gold produeing mines in this State.

Mr. Duff: And the reduction in hours.

Mr. MUNSIE: T dispute that. I contend
that the reduetion in hours of work by men
underground has not been respongible for this
jnerease in the cost. The mines are getting
deeper and are more difficult to work, and the
incresse in the cost of mining cannot he at-
tributed to the employees. The average oul-
put per man employed above and below

ound has greatly increased since 1913, al-
though the total value of the ore produced has
decreased.

Mr. Harrison:
conditions?

Mr. Green: They have heen speeded up.

Mr. MUNSTE: Tt has been brought about
by the men doing cxtra work.

Mr. Harrison: Is there plenty of ventilation
and is the dust being laid, ete.?

Mr. MUNSIE: On page nine of the ap-
nual report of the Minea Department members
will find comparisons for the last two years.
The average production of gold for every man
employed above and below ground in the min-
ing industry in this State in 1916 was £453.78,
whereas in 1917 it was £471.67, an inerease of

Is that the result of better

£18 per man.
Mr. Green: Is that for underground men?
Mr. MUNSIE: That inclodes every man

employed in the industry. The extra cost of
mining ecannot be attributed to the employees.

Mr. Green: The directors are mopping up
the money.

Mr. MUNSIE: The men have doune their
ghare in the output of gold. On the Golden
Mile the average per man employed above and
below ground panned out at £638 during
1917, I undertake to say that the average wages
for the men employed in getting that gold,
excluding the wine managers but including
all other bosses, would not average £5 a
week. Muech as I realise what mining has
done for Western Australia, and much as T
would like to see mining progper in thia
State and new fields found, if the discovery
of another Golden Mile in Western Austra-
lia was to be attended with the disaster to
the men employed in it, as was the case with
those employed on the Golden Mile, T would
pray that sueh another Golden Mile shonld
not be found in this State. TUndoubtedly
there was a difficulty so far as the Golden
Mile was concerned. The managers were
allowed to go on in a haphazard way without
any proper regulation governing the industry,
or without any proper supervision over the
employses working in that industry, and it
has only been of late years that the con-
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ditions have improved at all so far as the
employees are concerned. It is a fairly
doleful picture when we come to find the
number of acecidents, fata) and serious, which
have happened, We realise then what the
mining industry has donc to the life and
limb of the miners of Western Australia.
But that is not the worst feature. Let hon.
members get the medical and health report
and peruse that, The latest I have here is
that of 1916 and some startling figures are
given in it. Dealing with the matter of
tubereunlosis, the wmedical aunthorities quote
the following faets: during 1915 the num-
ber of cases of miners phthisis reported was
336 and in 1916 the number was 511. The
unfortunate part about it is that the same
report gives the number of deaths for 1915
as 233 and for 1016 ag 225. Those are not
all. If hon. members would take a trip to
the sanatorium at Wooroloo they would see
more patients in that institution who were
there as the resnlt of working in the mining
industry thazn the number from all the other
industries in the State put together, It be-
hoves ns to do something even at this late
stage for the benefit of the health of those
employed in the existing mines, and cer-
tainly in the new mines. I am perfectly
satisfied that the industry can bear better
«means of inspection than we have up to
date. There hag been an agitation for a con-
siderable time for the appointment of a
Royal Commission te inguire into the eon-
ditiong of mining generally in Western Ans-
traliz, The agitation has lately gained force
and special stress was laid upon it by reason
of the crecp which took place on the Golden
Mile some 12 or 18 months ago, and in con-
nection with which the Government ap-
pointed the Chief Inspector of New Sonth
Wales ag a Royal Commissioner to make in-
vestigations, The scope of that gentleman’s
ingquiry was limited to the cavse of the creep.
He was not empowered to inquire ioto the
general conditions of mining or even venti-
lation, which T want te emphasise as being
an important matter so far as the ingpee-
tion and the conditions of employment
underground are concerned.

The Minister for Mines:
the safety of the ground.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. I want to refer to
ong or two statements by this gentloman in
his roport. I cannot understand why he
made certain suggestions in the report he
submitted, The report in my opinion con-
tradicts itself even with regard to the
safety of employees. T would draw the Min-
ister’s attention to pages 8 and 4 and par-
ticnlarly paragraph 4 which is headed
‘! Bystem of Mining Employed, Flat-back
with filling; Rill with filling; Shrinkage.’’
He is dealing with the three systems of
stoping and he says—

It is scarcely necessary for me to dis-
cuss the relative merits of flat-back and
rill stoping. This has already been done
in many standard mining text books. Gen-
erally speaking, having regard to the con.
ditions obtaining in the mines, I consider

He dealt with
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they can be searcely worked by either
system, always provided that filling is kept
up as close to the back ag the exigencies
of mining will permit and suffieient tem-
porary suppert is given by tightly wedged
bulks or tomes.

Thea he goes on to contradiet himself—
I view adversely the proposals which
have been made te fix by regulation the
height of the stopes.

In the interests of the men working under-
ground, it is a great pity that the Mines Re-
gulation Bill as introduced by the Labour
Government which provided for the regula-
tion of the height of stopes was not passed
into law. The Royal Commissioner distinctly
says that stopes must be kept filled to a con-
venient height, and in the next breath he
deprecates the idea of fixing by regulation
the height of the stopes.

Mr. Duft: So long as they leave the
pillars, what is the difference?

Mr. MUNSIE: They do not have pillars
in stoping. Se far as leaving a pillar in
connection with stoping, that is unheard of.

Mr. Foley: The hon. member hags worked
in a mine where they did leave pillars in
atopes. '

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, they worked around
the pillars, There is just one other matter
to which I wish to refer, and which to my
mind is extraordinary. The Royal Commis-
gioner is dealing with the possibility of the
discovery of gas in the mines on the gold-
fields. Tt was reported pretty freely that
that earth movement or shock or whatever
it was on the Golden Mile was caused by an
explosion of gas. The Chief Inspeetor from
New South Wales ridiculed that, and he went
on to state distinctly what was the cause of
the supposed earth tremeor or shock, Then
he goes on to comment that gas has heen
discovered in these mioes, I would like to
read what he says—

In those coal mines where the gas issues
from the coal and adjacent measures in
large quantitics, explosions do not oeeur
behind the rock causing it to fly out into
the workings, Tt iy certainly desirable that
some care should be taken by miners work-
ing in those Kalgoorlie mines where gas has
been known {o oecur, when approaching
with a light, rises or cavities in the back
of the workings where thig lighter-than-air
gns ig likely fo acenmulate.

Fancy the Chief Inspector of New South

Wales reporting in the way he did to the

Minister for Mines in this State on the canse

of that explosion, which was fairly generally

belicved {0 be the outcome of gas, and he
himself admitting that gas has been dis-
covered in these wmines. Then, instead of
warning the mine manager or the Govern-
ment inspector to be careful, he swarns the
miners. T want to know who iz the man who
is responsible? Who should take eare if it
is not the (Government inspector or the man-
ager himself§ Why warn the miner only?

In that portion of his report, in my opinion,

the Royal Commissioner is verging on the

ridiculous, TIf he had issued 2 strong warn-
ing to the maunagers to take precautions and
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to the State Mining Engioeer to see that
the mining inspeetors took every precaution,
he wouid have been doing something in the
interests of the men worling underground.
The average man who is working on the
Golden Mile, unfortunately, is working on
the contract system, and he gets to work as
soon as he can and works as hard as he can
to make ends meet, After dealing with these
two items in the Royal Commissioner’s re-
port, I want to have a word or two to say
with regard to certain expenditure which took
place in 1908 or 1909 when the then Govern-
ment sent Mr. Mann, the Government
analyst, to Kalgoorlie to inquire inte the
deleterious effeet of the explosives on the
men working underground., If such an in-
vestigation was wanted at that time it is
needed a hundredfold more at the present
juneture The Minister for Mines told us to-
night of the great difficulty being experienced
in procuring an adequate supply of explo-
gives, and in view of that T trust he will in-
sist on the Government analyst again going
to Kalgoorlie to repeat the experiments
which he earried on 10 years ago. As g fairly
old and experienced miner, T want to empha-
sise the fact that one ecan walk down the
streets of Kalgoorlie aud Boulder to-day and
by the nctual appearance of the miners’ faces
piek out those who are carrying ou develop-
ment work in the deep mines. Their appear-
ance is a regult of the putrid fracteur they
are compellet to use, and they are doing no-
thing less than committing suicide That is
a positive fact. T realise that there has been
a difficnlty in getting good stuff, but it shonld
not be diffienlt now to get an improved ex-
plosive, seeing that experiments have been
carried on the world over for the purpose of
making an explosive perfect for the destrue-
tion of buman life, Surely to God we can
do something now in the direction of pro-
viding better explosives for our men to use
underground. I trust the Minjster will de
something in that direction. I ean aasure
him that the report issued by Mr. Mann on
that occasion proved beneficial in many ways,
That report outlined certain conditions under
which fracteur was not to be used. It also
gave a resume of the best methods of using
fraetenr from a health standpoint; and if it
was wecessary then, it is a hundredfold more
necessary now, seeing the bad fracteur the
men have to use. While I am prepared to
admit that in somec respects the conditions
underground to-day are better from a venti-
Jation standpoint, there i3 room for consider-
able improvement, even now so far ay the
ventilation of mines is concerned. With all
due respect to the Chief Commissioner, in my
opinion, from all the evidence I have been
able to gather from men on the spot, he did
not take sufficient evidence from the prac-
tical miner working underground. He took
too much notice of the Chief Mining Fn-
gineer, the underground bosses and the wmine
managers, on the Golden Mile. There is an
agitation for a Royal Commission, upon
which all sides shall be represented, for the
purpose of inquiring fully into the condi-
tions of mining as it exists in, Western
Australia to-day. We had a Royal Commis-
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gion in 1904, and let me say that they point
out many beneficial objects sc far as the
working of our mines is concerned; but, un-
fortunately, the Governments of this State
bave not been ahle to give effect to the re-
commendations of that Commission of 1004
The Labour Government came into office in
1911, In 1812, and again in 1013, that Gov-
ernment endcavoured to give effect to many
of the proposals and suggestions of the 1904
Royal Commission. Unfortunately, the other
branch of the Legislature point blank ve-
fused to allow those proposals to be placed
on the statute-book. I am with those men
every time in advoeating and agitating again
for another Royal Commission, or for an
investigation into the conditions existing
to-day under which those men are compelled
to work. The report of the Health Depart-
ment warrants some such action heing taken
in the interests of the men themselves and in
the intercsts of mining gengra.lly. The Min-
ister, during the course of his remarks, statad
that ke had agreed to maintdin the present
price for copper until three months after the
axpiration of the existing agreement, which ter-
minates on the 30th December this year. I
want to give him credit for doing that.

The Minister for Mines: T did not say that
I had agreed. I did not take any credit.

Mr. MUNSIE: I want to give credit to
whoever was responsible for the making of
that arrangement; but as the Minister has
pointed out, it is applicable to copper only.
I do not know why, but within the last fort-
night I bave met three different men who have
come from Ravensthorpe, where they have
been tributing for a considerable time. T met
those three men separately and I did not ask
them for the information, but strange to say
all made exactly the same statement. Briefly,
it was that, under the conditions prevailing
and the cost of smelting charges at Ravens-
thorpe, it was impossible to make an exist-

‘ence on the grade of ore they are mining.

Those three men also made the statement that
if the whole of the restrictions were lifted
and they were allowed to ezport the raw ma-
terinl to the Bastern smelters, they could make
more than wages. I think it is a scandalous
state of affairs that ore can be mined at Rav-
ensthorpe and shipped round to the East at
a greater profit than ore can be mined and
treated at Ravensthorpe. There is something
wrong with the conditions. T point this out
as one of the reasons why mining at Ravens-
thorpe does not pay. I do not profess to be
an expert on copper. I do not kmow the cost
of treating copper, but there is one aspeet of
this matter to which I shall refer. I was in
Ravensthorpe some 12 to 15 months ago and
no matter where I went or whom I met, or
whether those to whom I spoke were working
ore, or what oceupation they were following
in conneetion with copper mining—whether
they were getting out ironstone for flux for
the smelters, or in the bush cutting fuel, they
have to pay some of the royalty or tribute.
I want to know how or why it is that Nail
McNeil practically owns Ravensthorpe, which
is o mining centre. Surely there are some
means under our mining laws whereby he can-

.thorpe, if it can be overcome.
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not own Ravensthorpe as a mining centre
unless he is prepared to work it. He is not
working it properly, but is living on the
labour and sweat of those why are prepared
to do a little towards the development of the
mining industry at Ravenathorpe—even to
the extent of taking tribute from firewood
getters, as well as from those whe are taking
ironstone off Government landy, Even wero
he the best employer in the world, that does
not alter the fact that he has no right to hold
up a mining industry such as that at Ravens-
I hope that
the Minister when replying will give us, if
he can, some reason why such a state of
affairs exists. The Minister dealt with the
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund and said that the
Chamber of Mines had agreed to increase
their contribution, that the workers had
agreed to increase theirs, and also the Govern-
ment by some £3300 per year. That is a
laudable aet but, in my opinion, a mistake
wag made by the Legislature of Western Ans-
tralia. When the Labour Government was in
power they passed a Bill through this House
making miners’ phthisis an industrial dis-
cage, which it should be, This could be done
without placing ome penny extra on the ex-
penditure of the mining companies. Members
wiil probably ask, how, It may he done by
the State taking over workers’ compensation
and insurance under the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Aet. I am satisfied the Government eould
include industrial diseases m the Workers’
Compensation Act and pay the increased
amount and still show a profit without in-
creasing the cost to the State. While I land
the attitude of the Government in increasing
their small dole to those unfortunates suffer-
ing from miners’ complaint, I urge upon the
Government the necessity for making each in-
dustry in this State responsible for the die-
eages caused by employment of men in those
industries, With regard to the ventilation
of mines, a subject to which I referred just-
now, the Labour Government succeeded some
three years ago in passing a small amending
Act for the purpose of appointing workmen’s
inspectors; and 1 want to say now that the
workmen’s inspectors who have been ap-
pointed to date have been the right men in
the right place and they have given first class
service to the men employed underground
and to the State as a whole,

The Minister for Mines: They have been re-
elected,

Mr. MUNSIE: Bot I cannot underatand the
attitude adopted by the Government with re-
gard to the further employment of workmen’s
ingpectors. I want to deal with two casos.
The first is that of the inspector in the Lav-
erton district. When that inspector was first
appointed the radius over which he could in-
spect was eight miles from the Laverton post
office. That included the two then existing
mines in the Laverton district. But since kis
appointment thera has been another mine
started, the Childe Harold. This mine when
working previously was known to be very
dangerous. The cornditions underground were
very unsatisfactory, and since then the mine
was allowed to &Il with water before the
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company again opened it up. The union organ-
isation applied to the Government to increase
the limit of the boundaries of that inapector
from eight to 13 miles, so as to include the
Childe Harold mine, To have done this would
not have eost the Government one-half-penny,
but it wonld have given those employed in
the wine the benefits and advantagses of the
workmen’s ingpector. Strange to say, the Min-
ister has turned that proposition dewn. I do
not know why, nor can [ uwanderstand why., I
have the file here containing the whole of the
correspondence in couneetion with the matter,
and from what T ean see the Under Secretary
for Mines gives absolutely nun reason why that
request was not granted. One very significant
point does oceur on the file, When dealing
with the question of additional workmen’s in-
speetors, the Under Secretary raised an ob-
Jjection and gave a reason for that objection.
IHe said that the present system of workmeu's
inspectors was only on its trial and had not
had a sufficient trial to warrant any increase
in the appointments, That to my mind is a
significant statement. On the one hand the
department limits the area over which a work-
man's ingpector ean travel to inspect a mine,
and they refuse to make any further appoint-
ments of workmen’s inspectors becausc they
claim the system is only on its trial. That, to
my mind, is a very significant statement in-
deed. On the one hand, the area over which
a workmen’s inspector can travel within his
distriet to inspect & mine is limited. The
Government refuse to appoint another work-
men's inspector becauge, they say, the system
is on its trial. On the other hand, they refuse
to increasc the areas of the workmen’s inaspee-
tors already appointed, and for what reason?
Why? T do not like to impute motives, but
I say there ean be only one reason. If the
Government want to make a success of the
system of workmen'’s inspectors, and if thuat
system ia gtill on its trial, then it is up to the
Government to give the workmen’s inspectors
ample scope for the inspection of every mine.

The Minister for Mines: It would be only
fair if you told the Committes that in some
cases the boundaries of workmen’s inspectors
have Dbeen extended.

Mr. MUNSIE: I am prepared to admit
that, but I hope the Minister will inform us
why in this particular ingtance, where there
has been a great deal of correspondence, and
where not a halfpenny of extra expense to the
State is involved, the workmen’s ingpector
was refused the right to inspect that partieu-
lar mine. Again, as regards the appointment
of additional workmen’s inspectors, the unions
controlling the mining industry of Western
Australia have for some considerable time
been endeavouring to get an additional work-
men’s inspector appointed for the Coolgardie,
Yilgarn and Westonia goldfields.  There is
ample room for a workmen’s ingpector in the
Yilgarn field alone; that is, inelnding Wes-
tonia.

Mr. Duff: There iz an inspector there, Mr.
Crabbe,

Mr.
that,

MUNSIE:
But Mr.

I am prepared to admit
Crabbe is the Government
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inspector. I do mot wish any hon.
member, however, to take my remarks

as in any way derogatory to Mr. Crabbe as a
Government inspector. But in existing eir-
cumstances Mr, Crabbe is being asked to per-
form utter impossibilities in looking after the
safety of the mine workers over such a vaat
arca of country.

Mr. Harrison: There is a workmen’s in-
spector at Westonia also,

Mr. MUNSIE: Nothing of the kind. There
is no workmen’s inspector at Westonia.

Mr. Harrison: Not for Westonia alone?

Mr. MUNSIE: Nor for the Yilgarn field,
The file shows that the first letter written to
the department on this subject by the organ-
isation was addressed to the member for Boul-
der as Minister for Mines, The reply to that
letter, however, was furnished by the present
Attorney General, then holding the Mincs
portfolio.

Mr. Duff: Mr, Crabbe is taking a fairly
keen interest in Westoaia, though.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes; but when he has to
inspect the whole of the Coolgardie goldfield,
and the whole of the Norseman goldfield, and
Bullfineh, and Marvel Loch, and right out to
Mount Jackson, it is plainly a matter of im-
possibility for him to give fair inspection to
Westonia as well, Tt is not practicable for
any inspector to traverse that area of country
and do justice to the men underground, or to
the companies either, in the way of fair in-
spection. I trust that the Minister, although,
according to the file, he has turned down the
proposal for an additional workmen'’s inspee.
tor, will reconsider the matter, Westonin is
practically a new field. There are possibili-
ties of many new mines opening out at
Westonia. I urge upon the Minister the abso-

lute necessity for up-to-date inspection of
those mines, in order to prevent them
from petting into the econdition in which

the Golden Mile finds itself to-day., Tor the
sake of a paltry few pounds—I do not care if
it costs another £5,000 a year, or even £50,000
a year—Iet ua not go short of efficient inspec-
tion in the interests of the mine employees. I
have read carefully the replies of the depart-
ment whenever a protest has been made or a
request put forward in this comnection. There
ia always some side tracking of the business.
Firat, the Chief Mining Engineer was then at
Westonia, and the matter could not he con-
sidered until he had made a report. The re-
port was made, and after it was made another
definite request for the appointment of a
workmen ’s inspector was submitted. The latest
we have is, T think, on the 23rd of last month,
when the Government finally turned the pro-
posal down,

The Minister for Mines: The last was when
I met the union about a fortnight age.

Mr. MUNSIE: I was not aware that the
Minister had met the union, but I am very
pleased to learn it. I trust the union used
such arguments as induced the Minigter to
agree to the appointment of an additional
workmen’s inepeetor. T hope, too, that the
Minister, if he cannot agree to the appoint-
ment of a workmen’s inspector, will mot fail
to appoint another Government inspector, be-
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cause the district is altogether too large for
any one man to look after.

The Minister for Mines: I have relieved
Mte. Crabbe already of part of his work, and
have removed him to Southern Cross, so that
he may be easily available for Westonia; and
the union have aceepted that for the time
being,

Mr., MUNSIE: That is probably a step in
the right direction. But, although the union
have done that, and although I am a pretty
ardent unionist and a strong believer in ma-
jority rule, I do not knew whether this phase
of the question was put before the Minister
—that while the department have agreed that
the inspection of Westonia will be better
served if Mr. Crabbe’s headquarters are fixed
at Southern Cross, Norseman is being placei
at a very grave disadvantage by Mr, Crabbe’s
removal to Southern Cross.

The Minister for Mines: Could not Norse-
man be served equally well from Kalgoorlief

Mr, MUNSIE: Not as well from Southern
Cross as from Coolgardie. T hope the arrange-
ment which has been made will not take away
any of the inspectors the Minister now has in
Kalgoorlie and Boulder. There is not one too
many in those eentres now Not one can be
spared from Kalgeorlie and Boulder. The
people of Norseman would seon complain bit-
terly if anything should happen there in the
way of a fatal accident. I do not wish to say
that the Westonia aceident could have been
avoided even if an ingpector had been sta-
tioned at Westonia. But I do say that if a
field like Westonia will not stand a Govern-
ment inspector to look after it in econjunction
with the Yilgarn district, it is time for ne o
give up Covernment inspection of mines alto-
gether. T do trust the Minister will give eon-
sideration to the union’s request for the exten-
gion of the areas of workmen’s inspeetors. In
the case of T.averton we ask that the area he
extended from eight miles to 13 miles from the
Laverton post office, and this for the express
purpose of taking in one mine which now em-
ploys 30 men. The workmen’s inspector at
present is ahgolntely refused the right to in-
apect that mine. The Government inspector
has alloted the ground over which the work-
met’s inapector can travel, and the latter is
not permitted to po outside that area, The
mine in question is inspected by the Govern-
ment iuspector, but not by the workmen’s in-
spector. I think it must be realised that any
ming which the Government inspector recog-
nises as needing his inspection showd also be
inspected on behalf of the mine workers by
the workmen’s inspector. The propostion is
only o fair one; and T hope the Minister will
relax the hard and fast rule he has apparently
laid down as regards the Laverton distriet,
and T also hope the Minister will agree to the
appointment of a workmen’s inspector for the
Yilgarn distriet.

Mr. FOLEY (TLeonora) [8.28]: There are
many phases of the mining industry on
which one ceould toueh in conneetion with
these Estimates, but hon, members appreciate
that there is very little new that one conld
say. It i3 no use going over the old ground
again. Since the infroduction of the last
Mines Estimates, however, conditions have
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altered. There is now a prospect of peace.
That being so, there is something which the
Government of Western Australia should do
in the interests of Western Australian min-
ing. The firat question asked by every mem-
ber who represents miving is, what can be
done? FEach member bhas put forward some
suggestion, no matter how small, for the
fostering of the mining industry. Before [
touch upen what I contend are fair proposals
in this direction, let me refer to that gues-
tion of inspcetors. We mining members are
not split on that question. If there is a
split on other questions, there is none as re-
gards looking after the welfare of the miners;
absolutely none.

Mr, Davies: Or of any other workers.

Mr, FOLEY: True; but I am sticking
now to the one subjeet of mining. I like to
deal with one subjeet at a time.

My, O’Loghlen: What does Mr. Hedges
think of the ingpectora?

Mr. TOLEY: Trrespective of what any
other member may think, or what any gentle-
man in this State may think, on the sobject
of inspection, I want to put forward my
ideas. 1 have seen the Government inspee-
tors at work and have also seen the work-
men’s inspectors at work. If the Mines De-
partment think that the system of work-
men’s ingpectors is still oun its trial, then
they evidently require a very long appren-
ticeship to be worked before they will ad-
mit a suecess. As a proof that it has been a
genuine guccess, I wmay say that the Gov-
crament inspectors have in every instance
worked amicably with the workmen’s in-
spectors, When  the appointment of the
workmen’s inspectors was being discussed,
the bogey ruised was that there would be
insurmountable differences of opinion Dbe-
tween the two classes of inspectors. This,
however, has not been so, and the appoint-
ment of workmen’s inspectors has been an
unqualified snecess, ns well in regard to the
econservation of the interests of the workers,
as in respeet to their supporting the work of
the Government inspeetors, and this, too,
without in any way hampering the work of
the mine. T am sure that if a vote were
taken among the mining companies it would
be found to he in favour of the system of
workmen’s inspcetors. T was glad to hear
the member for Hannans on this gquestion,
beesuse he is a practical man in mining. T
am entirely in favour of the system of work-
men's inspeetors.  From the opinions of
practical men at Kalgoorlie—I am not re-
ferring to inspectors, some of whom are al-
ways after the ears of memhberg of Farlia-
ment-—it is e¢lear that the system of inspec-
tion has been very good indeed, that it can
he made even better, and that there is veces-
sity for another workmen’s inspector in
that distriet if no other Government inspec-
tor is appointed. Regarding Westonia and
all that country eastward, I believe that if
any more duties are put on the Government
inspector, it will be impossible for him {o do
justice to his work. The Minister said that
an alteration had been made regarding the
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distriet of that inspector. I trust that if,
when a little experience shall have been
gained, it is found that the distriet of that
inspector is not getting the necessary in-
spection, the Minister will sece to it that a
workmen’s ingpector is appointed. Apart
from the alteration made, I believe it iz ab-
solutely necessary to appoint & workmen’s
inspector for Westonia in order to do the
distriect which Mr, Inspector Crabbe is to be
asked to do under the new gystem, I se¢ from
the Estimates that there has been a redue-
tion made in the field geclogists. When the
last Estimates were introduced I understood
that there was to be no let-up in field geol-
ogy. We had in the State recently a mining
chemist in the person of Dr. McLaren. Un-
fortunately he remained here only long
enough to prove to us that many of our mines
would cut out in the near future. He did
not stay herc long enough to explain more
clearly to us that wherever there is to be
found ihe class of country rock that obtains
where mining ia suceessful in this State,
further gold would be found. Had he stayed
here he could have shown uws what has been
proved in chemieal science, namely, that in
the event of eertain classes of greenstone
heing found among the country rock, it was
certain that gold alao would be found. An-
other point: Many of us have reckoned for
vears past that the richer companies should
put aside a certain percentage of their pro-
fits for the purpose of discovering new shows.
The Gwalia mine was putting aside £5,000
per annum, for the purpose of sending goed
men out in the endeavour to find new shows.
but the Taxation Department stepped in and
taxed them double on the £5,000.
[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

The Minister for Mines:  But that has
been altered now,

Mr. FOLEY: I am glad to say that from
the point of view of the Taxation Depart-
ment it has been altered, but I believe the
alteration does not go far enough, and that
mining has been hampered by undue taxa-
tion.

The Minister for Mines: Tt has not gone
50 far as we intended it to do.

Mr. FOLEY:  Income tax assessments in
regard to mining propositions are made, not
by s mining authority, but by a gentleman
who would not know a mine from a hole in
the ground. Mr. Scaddan endeavoured to
introduce a very good system, namely, that
in the compiling of the income tax nssess-
ment, an allpwanee should be made for any
money put bhack into the development of

the mine. That system would be a
great improvement on the present one,
and I trust that when we pget

back to normal times the Government of
the day will put that or some similar schemq
into effect. Anotber way in which mining
¢ould be assisted is this: The Commonwealth
law has intervened in regard to the formation
of companics to work shows, I am quite
sire that every minihg member would gladly
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wolcome the formation of companies to de-
velop our mines; but under our company
law, when a company has to be registered,
first of all it is necessary to get local work
done, There is taxation on that. Then it is
necessary to go to the Federal Government;
and the taxation is again put on. And not
only is it imposed on the money put into the
show, but the Commonwealth comes in again
on the mining proposition and takes the
eapital which has been put in for develop-
ment. In this the Federal Government have
done a great amount of harm te mining in
Wesgtern Australia, and in my opinion the
State Government should tell the Federal
Government that as they have left us our
domestic legislation it wonld be well to leave
to us the admiunistration of that legislation.
If the Comomnwealth Government would
agree to that, the State Government would
be able to assist mining to the greatest pos-
sible extent, that is, by giving ecncourage-
ment to those who propose to put money into
legitimate . mining. Several hon. members
have referred to old leases over which the
Government .have a lien. I believe there are
dozens of those leases that could be opened
up to-morrow and mew parties put in to work
them. The leader of the Opposition, who
was previously Minister for Mines, knows
that there have been in this State cases of
application for leases over which there have
been liens, and that under the existing sys-
tem there is more room in this for the worst
¢lass of mine jobbing and swindling than in
any other form of mining. At the same time,
80 long as each case is taken on its merits,
there are shows well worthy of trial.  The
member for Qlaremont says that there are
dozens of unworked shows np to an ounce.
I should like to know of one unworked show
going even half an ounce. If there were such
a show it would be worked to-morrow. Per-
sonally, T do not know one show in this
State that will go cight weights and which
is not being worked.

[Mr. Holman took the Chair.]

Mr. Teesdale: There are miles of ounce
stone in the North-West,

My, FOLEY: We would not be members
of Parliament very long if we knew where
there were miles of a reef going an ounce
to the ton.

Mr. Teesdale: There is any amount of it,

Mr. FOLEY: I doubt if there is one of
these shows which will go eight dwts. to the
ton. With regard to the question as to better
condition for the men werking underground,
I have been speaking to men who have been
working in the various tunnelling corps at the
Front, They told me that there had heen
fracteurs and explosions there that they con-
tended were about ten times as strong, and in
some cases 20 timeos as strong, as the ordinary
fracteur which is used inm the mines in this
State. If that is so, every State Government
in the Commonwealth should, with the assist-
ance of the Commonwealth Government, make
every poesible investigation to see if fracteurs
of that description cannot be put to indunstrial
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use here. This would bring down the cost not
only to the mining companieg but to the State
generally, as I will show, The effect of the
stioke and fumes from the fracteurs now he-
ing used is responsible for three-fiftha of the
deaths and pulmonary diseases that we have
amougst miners to-day. If we can reduce these
unfortunate results, and can get a stronger ex-
plogive, very mnch good will be done. The
miners will not have to beore such big holes
and therefore the dust trouble will be mini-
mised, and they wili also be able to get that
fracteur into a smaller place and there will he
fewer fumes for the miners to work in. That
is a matter which is well worthy of considera.
tion, When I was in Victeria recently I went
over the corditc works, and saw the highest
explogives being made by Australian workmen
from Australian goods and under Australian
conditions, Cordite can be produced there as
cheaply as in any place in the world. Next
door to the cordite factory there had been an
ammunition factory, which was cloged downe
The manager of the ammunition faetory proved
to me that they could make an industrial frae-
tenr eqnal to anything which was produced
anywhere in the world. This fracteur can be
put into a smaller compass by one-third than
anything clse known in Australia to-day. Even
if we do not use the same fracteur whicli has
been used at the war, we can at least get a
fracteur from Victoria if sufficient inducement
iz given to the manufacturers to turn it out,
and we ean then use it as it is made in Auns-
tralia. XIf we can do that, we will prevent a
man in some other part of the world, who has
not been well disposed to Great Britain and
whom many of us would have been glad to
have put somewhere where he eould not <o
much harm during the past four years, from
making a fortune. Then there is the question
of the American fracteur, I want to pay a
tribute to the Minister for Mines for his work
in regard to the explosives for our mines,
There is one portion of Australasia that needed
muech fraeteur for its mining. The fight that
the Minister put up with the Commonwealth
Government when they wanted to take that
fraeteur away was worthy of any previons
Minister who bad ever held that portfolio. T
am glad to know that he was partially sue-
cessful, and the only reason why he was not
wholly successful was on account of the pull
from the Eastern States being so strong.
When we get down to bedrock so far as min-
ing is concerned, we can show, as we
can do, that those people are not in it
so far as the cost of mining in eon-
cerned, and I hope the time will come when
wa can make fracteurs in Western Ans-
tralia, seeing that we have the best clays avail-
able for that purpose. To revert to the praise.
worthy action of the Minister, there was a
fracteur coming from Amcrica. Men on the
fields said they did not want a German frac-
teur but, the moment an endeavour wag made
to put an American fracteur on the market,
it was found that there was something wrong
with it and it was withdrawm. There was a
big outery, not from the men working on the
mines, but from some of the men on the gold-
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modity, The Mines Department showed some
backbone in the matter and that fracteur was
kept off the market. It was not beeause they
did wot waunt the American fracteur, or be-
cause there is anything wrong with it, but just
when the inquiry was being made by the chief
ingpector of explosives there was an attempt
to put the fraeteur on the market. I am
thankful it did not get there. I hope that as
many opinions as possible will be obtained
and experiments made first as to the explo-
sives and fracteurs that were used at the war,
and secondly as to the explosives that it is
possibie to make in Vietoria, If we cannot
turn them out ourselves, so long as they are
made in Australia let us have them, T believe
we will then be doing a great turn to Australia
as a whole. There has been one question which
has affected Western Australia during the past
few months. That is in connection with
soldier prospectors, I know a great deal has
been done, and I do not know of one returned
soldicr who has put in an application for as-
gistance to the Minigter for Mines who has
heen turned down,

[Mr. Munsie took the Chair.]

The Minister for Mines: If he is qualified.

Hoen, P. Collier; That is no concession and
is not a new policy.

Mr. FOLEY: ©No applicant has been
turned down, I contend that soldier prospee-
tors in this State are being turned down by
the Commonwealth Government, or will be
turned down, if their present system is carried
into effect.

Hon. P, Collier: Has anyone been turned
down outside a returned soldier?

Mr. 'OLEY: During the oceupancy of the
portfolio of Minister for Mines by the leader
of the Opposition, T have never known him to
turn doewn & genunine application for assistance
in the way of a turn-out. Men, however, have
been turned down. The £5,000 which the Com-
monwealth Government have set aside is only
set aside as an experiment., If a man has a
show and has worked it np to the present with
the plant or turn-ont, which has heen given to
him by the State, he has also had assistance
trom the Repatriation Department given to
him by the Commonwealth Government. If a
man likes to sit in Perth and go out every
day he can get his pengion as assistance money
made up to £2 28 per week. If a man wants
to go ont prospecting and is willing to
take the same amount of assistance, it
i3 questionable whether he c¢ould get it
That being so, Parliament should endeavour
to forece the hands of the Federal Government
to disgorge, if only up to the amount it will
cost to give a man a bare living. Not only
are we going to assist mining in that way,
but we are going to help to separate the un-
cmployed from the unemployable, a0 far as
our returned soldiers are concerned. I am
glad to sec that there are seme men who have
found shows that are likely to prove very
beneficial to the State. Their good work has
not been confined to one distriet. I am not
of the opinion expressed by many hon. mem-
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be sent out back. Why should he be sent out
hack? There are three ¢classes of prospectors
—the man who goes out back, the man who
takes up an old show, and those who form a
company which is willing to work some old
show.  Irrespective of whether a company
is large or small, or whether it is an individ-
ual who is working an old show, or a pros-
pector who is working a new one, all are en-
titled to assistance from the Government.
There are many old shows in the State which
men wonld take up, but that the conditions
are too harassing., There are alsoc many other
mines which will take a great amount of
capital to work. We have several low-grade
mines in a very big way. If there are aoy
mines in the State which have been working
all through the war, even if they have been
wotking without  profit, irrespective of
whether it is a big company working or a
small company or a party of men, T contend
that the Minister will be doing a great deal
if he can keep these people going and prevent
the necessity for the mines being c¢losed down.
If such a mine is elosed own the echances
are it will not be possible to apen it up again.
I was once working on the Paddington mine,
which was a very good low-grade proposition
but which had to be closed down. I am
afraid it wonid take many hundreds of thous-
anda of pounds to re-open it now. Before that
mine closed down, the State should have gone
to its agsistance and put a good man in charge
of it, and paid him a good salary to look
after it, and charged that salary as well as
the overhead charges to the company that
made profits out of it after successfully work-
ing it. That is the manner in which the min-
ing industry should be nssisted. T thave
heard it said that the cost per ton of ore
broken has been greater during the past year
that it has been for a considerable time. 'The
figures certainly show that, but when we take
into consideration that there has heen little
or no development work done during the war
peried, we can use that faet as a set-off
against the amonnt of ore broken per man.
Tt has cost a great deal more to break the ore
during the war period than ever it did be-
fore. The labour we have had during the
war period haa not been as efficient as it was
before.  The best miners, the men who were
making records. went to the Front and they
did so becanse they were physically the strong-
est men, and thev were the men who were
required to go. They knew the work of min-
ing from A to Z and they went. When they
return many of them will go inte the mines
again and then we shall have the costs re-
duced to a great extent. If anything can be
done by wav of improving ventilation in
mines and eonditions gemerally, it shonld be
done, and hetier results will undonbtedly fol-
low. When wc remember at what cost a lot
of our gold has been won, and how appalling
the fianres arc. it i3 wonderful that the results
have been so good. In 1900, six per eent, of
those engaged in the industry succumbed and
in 1916 the pereentage was increased to eight.
Between the years 1911 and 1915 there were
no fewer than 957 eases of tuberenlar disease

reported amongst miners and in additien to
that, right up to the present time there have
been many killed. Appalling as the figures
of the war were for the first two years, it is
gtill more appalling to find that since the be-
ginning of the mining industry we find that
up to two years ago 6,900 men made the sn-
preme sacrifice as the soldiers of industry in
the mines of this State. We do mnot want
that state of affairs to contioue, We want
to see the conditions improved so that the
men may work underground with a greater
degree of safety. The men who have served
their country at the Front will shortly be ve-
turning. Those men may be said to rank
amongst the bravest that God ever made. In
mining too, great bravery is needed in many
positions in whieh the men find themselves.
The danger is often brought about by neglect
on the part of the companies themselves, and
on the part of the Government in not seeing
that adequate inspections are made. Let us
hope that in the future greater care will be
exercised in the matter of inspections and let
us have a greater number of inspections so
that there may be no doubt about this. I con-
tend that whenever a good case is made out
the Government should take notice of it. We
can alter and improve the conditions and by
g0 doing we can render the work of mining
much safer than it has been, We will then
have a healthier community and that general
contentment which money cannot buy, If we
can by these means get that which money
cannot buy, it is worth while doing every-
thing we can to make the c¢onditions of min-
ing and the lives of these engaged in it better
than they are at the present time.

Mr. LAMBERT {(Coolgardie) (9.8]: Tt will
be generally admitted that mining has played
a very important part in the development of
Western Awstralia, and that at the present
time it is intimately connected with the wel-
farc of the other industries of the State.
The difficulty in the past has been, and it
continnes to a great extent to-day, that we
have never had laid down anything like a
definite policy in connection with the de-
velopment of mining. For instance, we have
never Had a policy similar to that which has
existed in connection with the development
of the agrieunliural areas, If there had been
more of the apecplative element connected
with mining, and less conservatism, and vice
versi 80 far as the agricultural industry is

concerned, the finaneinl position of the
State, T am confident, woulfd be infinitely
hetter than it is at the present time. We

find that when the question of assistance to
mining arises, the most eonservative attitude
i¢ taken. But when it comes to a question
of asasisting the agricultural areas, however
speculative it may be, we find that the policy
is just the reverse of that adopted towards
the mining industry.

Mr. Maley: Why draw these comparisons?

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. memher will,
perhaps, appreciate better the comparisons I
intend to make at a later stage for his edi-
fication, TUnless the policy to which I have
referred is changed, we will find that the
mining industry will practically fizzle out.
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[ am not holding the present Government to
blame any more than [ am convineed that
previous Governments were alsoe responsible
for what took place. If assistance had been
rendercd to the mining industry it would not
be in the parlous position we find it to-
day. Without aid from the Governmecat
those engaged jn the industry have been
compelled in the past to gouge out the richest
ore in sight and take it to the nearest bat-
tery. In that way, of course, they bolstered
up the Stute battery system, which was not
altegether an unmixed blessing,. We have to
admit that the State batteries have done a
good deal towards the development of the
surface areas of the State, but they have
practically cut off the permanent develop-
ment of our fields, and therefore reduced
the mining prospects of the State. The
position has been, and is still, that if a man
has a mine he is compelled by necessity te
gougo out the rich ore in sight and send it
straight away to a battery to be erushed.
Then, when he gets down to a level which
is not workable by one or two men, he is
foreed to abandon the property. Why uot
develop mining in this State as they are de-
veloping it in America and other countriest
It we had a fund from which the Minister,
or a2 board, could advance money to continue
the development of a mining property on
business lines, the chances are that consider-
able success would follew. Tt shonid be
the funetion of the Government te continue
to advance funds so long as the owner con-
tinued to develop the mine on proper lines
and so open it up ready for erushing machi-
nery. Tt is easy to understand what the re-
sult will be if a man is compelled to take ount
of a property the more readily worked lenses
of ore. In nearly every instanee we find that
the failure to develop a property is attribut-
able to that one eause. It is impossible for
prospectors to develop a mine and crush as
they po alonyg. .

Mr. Davies: Do you mean we should legis-
Jate against it?

My, LAMBERT: We should give due re-
cognition to the importance of developing a
mine on sound seientific and practieal lines.

The Minister for Mines: The first thing to
de is to find the money.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tf the Government can
find money for other industrigs in this State,
it is their duty to find it algo for the mining
industry., The «Minigter should tell Parlia-
ment and the people that so far as be is con-
eerned he is occupying his present position
with the pockets of the State closed agninst
him and his hands tied behind his back. The
position to-day is that we must either assist
the industry or let it drift out of existence
altogether. There must be no further hum-
bugging. We must face the position courage-
ously. If mining iz admitted to be of any
servieg to the State we must recognise the
faet that it has to reccive sympathetic treat-
ment. T do not say it shonld be coddled,
and we should nof indulge in ever-specula-
tion in assisting it, but the same practice and
the same principles should be applied to the

" they are at the present time,
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seientific and practical development of min-
ing as are applied to the development of
other industries of the State, And if
the Miniater for  Mines would formu-
late a policy upon that basis he wounid have
the support of the House and of the people
of Western Australia in his effort to assisgt
the mining development of the State. I be-
lieve the Minister for Mines after bhis Iong
residence on the fields, and with his know-
ledge of the mining industry, will agree’ that
if he can do that he will be doing something
of infinitely greater benefit to the State than
has been done by either the Agricultural Bank
or the Industries Assistance Board in trying
to bolster up the farmer when his affairs have
reached such a stage when it is abgolutely no
good either to the farmer himself or to the
permanent prosperity of the State to assist
him auwy longer. The member for Greenough
(Mr. Maley) probably knows some of the dif-
ficulties offecting a big element in his con-
stitueney =at present, and he will appreciate
the fact that unless the mining industry in
his district ean get intelligent and sympathetie
treatment from the Government that industry
will peter out. I should like the Minister to
give us an idea as to whether he is prepared
to make an endeavour to have mining supplies
bronght te this State at a cheaper rate than
If this were
done, [ believe we could do mueh to lessen
the difficulties and the hardships of the min-
ing companies and of the mirning industry gen-
erally. Until they ean achieve the more com-
mon sense idea of co-operation, it is necessary
for ua to point the way for the reliaf of the in-
dustry. I ask the Minister to see whether he
cannot get early shipments of mining material,
s0 as to lighten the burden on the mining in-
dustry. One of the big difficulties that the
mining industry has been up against for some
congiderable time has been the cost of machin-
ery. It is a regrettable fact that most of the
mining machinery in this State has got inte
a few hands, and not only the machinery but
also many of the leases upon which the machin-
ery is ereeted. I am not mentioning names,
but a number of mines have closed dewn for
one reason and another—lack of funds, water
difficulty, and such like—and the machinery
has got into the hands of two or three firms
and the holdings also. I hope the Minister-
will appreciate the £act that in many instancea
bodies of working men would take up and work
those mines, but before they may do so they
must he prepared to pay the extortionate
royalty asked for them. The position of the
industry to-day is that we have very few mines
actively operating in this State, and seeing
that many of the big mines in Kalgoorlie are
considering the question of letting their hold-
ings on tribute, it appears to me obvicus that
gome departure is required in the tfibute legis-
Tation of this State. Tt is neither fair nor
reasonable to ask men to develop a mine under
¢onditions which ecompel them to hand over
practieally 50 per cent. of the gold won. If
it is the desire of the Government to assist
mining and to assist the tributer, the condi-
tions should be altered.
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The Minjeter for Mines: So long as the
leases are manned nothing can be done.

Mr, LAMBERT: But the tribute agreement
has to be registered, and the Minister shonld
have the power to refuse registration if he
thinks fit. I do not suggest that the Minister
should depart from the general terms under
which mining leases are granted, but if it is
the desire of the Government to have the big
arcas of Kalpoorlie developed, there must be
some plteration in the tribute system.
problem has been tackled in Vietoria, and
although it has not heen the full success de-
sired, what has been done there has heen of
assigtance both to the men and to the mining
industry. If the Minister does nothing else,
so far as his Mines administration is econ-
cerned, than improve the tribute conditions, he
will earn the respect and goodwill of
a big body of men who are dependent on tri-
butes for their living. T trust that the Minister
will in the course of his reply indicate what
the Government intend doing, and T can assure
him that he will have the active support of
every member of the House who has at heart
the interests of the mining industry. There
have been enses of favouritism in the granting
of tributes in this State. Men have given valu-
able tributes to their friends—whether they
are interested or not I do not know—but the
gystem is obtaining to-day in whieh ecertain
persons are in a favourable position and others
have to take what is left, and work the leases
on cxorbitant royalties, I desire now to refer
to the question of the revision of the gold
standard.

The Minister for Mines: That is a very in-
tricate and more or less abstract question,

Mr, LAMBERT: T agree. It is a strange
thing that only once since the twelfth century
has the world been faced with a revision of the
gold standard. TIn 1257 the first standard of
gold was made; in 1546 the standard was
placed at 833 fine; in 1640 the present stand-
ard was strrek at 916 fine. Tt seems peculiar
that in the whole revision of the commerce
eonditions of the world, with the altered and
altering cconomnic conditions, we have mnever
been faced with a revision of the gold standard
sinee then. T agree with the Minister that it is
o serious handican so far as the gold mining
industry of this State is concerned. It
geemg to me that it would be just as
usetul to put the standard at 800 as at 216,
It is difficult to give any anthentie
reason for adhering to the standard
that was the arbitrarv standard agreed upon
in 1640, The State Mining FEngineer should
have some knowledge upon this snbjeet, and
I trust the Minister. will see that steps arc
taken to have representations made to the
Imperial Government setting out that as a
gold producing State we desire a revision of
the gold standard. To-day the banks and the
Governments of the world, particularly the
Imperial Government, have possession of vir-
tually the whole of the current gold, and un-
less this opportuaity is seized for a revision of
the gold standard, it is possible it will never
oceur again under such favourahle conditions
as exist at the present time. For this reason,
that instead of the private individunals getting
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the benefit of any revision, the Government
will benefit.

The Minister for Mines:
gold is not in cireulation.

Mr, LAMBERT: Yes. The standard to-day
is fixed at 916 fine, and if that were reduced
10 a standard of 800 fine, the Imperial Gov-
ernment and the Australian Government would
gain to the extent of some milliens of pounds.
Gold as an instrument of cxechange is not af-
fected whether the standard be fixed at 800
fine or 916 fine, but if it be placed at 800 yon
correspondingly increase the price you are
paying for it. And it is the gold producing
countries of the world, inclnding Australia and
Africa, which would benefit. Therefore, now
ia the time when representation should be
made. Silver stands at a big price just now
and we have a lessened profit on the minting
of silver. We would have a corresponding in-
creage on the minting of gold if we had a re-
vision of the standard value of gald. 1
believe that even 700 fine would meet the
case and the coinage weuld be of the same
value ag an instrument of exchange as if the
sovereign was 916 fine as at present. I believe
the Minister for Mines would be well advised
to consult other Ministers in the Eastern
Btates and see whether representations cannot
immediately be made to the Imperial authori-
ties on the lines snggested, Our mint in West-
ern Australia is established by charter and has
nothing to do with us. It is controlled by the
Royal Mint of England and is subsidiary to it
and answerable to it in conncetion with all its
operations here. A deal of goed could
possibly be done by drawing attention fo the
hardships which exist under present conditions
on account of the present standard of gold
which was struck in 1640 whick has never been
altered since. 1 congratulate the Minister wpon
his decision to establish a concentrating plant
in Coolgardie. I hope because of the fact that
it is in my own distriet I shall not be aceused
of taking a parochial view of this matter. We
have a plant with aufficient hoiler and steam
power to operate the necessary machinery and
the position is & central one. When the con-
centrating plant is established T think we ecan
considerably assist mining in respect to many
of the minor minerals that exist on the FEast-
ern and other goldfields of Western Australia.
I do not think snofficient importance has been
attached to minor minerals in this State, It is
regrettable that they have not been operated
to a larger extent than is actually the case.
Little or no attention has beer paid to them
and little or no assistance given, Take mag-
negite for instance. We have millions of tons
of that mineral equal to the best Italian mag-
negite. It extends praetically from Bulla
Bulling to Menzies and there are enormons
quantitics of it. Let us look at the expansion
in regard to this mineral in the United States
during the course of three years. In 1913 there
was produced in the United States 9,632 tons
of magnesite. Tn 1916 the Californian devel-
opment leapt to 154,052 tons of crude ore.
While to-day we pessess the finest deposits of
magnesite in Australia, there has only been
produced so far as T know a paltry 300 tons
for use in the other States. The Minister, fill-
ing as he does the dual positions of Minister

You mesn that the
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for Mines and Minister for Railways, ean as-
sist many of the minor minerals which require
cheap freights. Practically on account of the
small industrial development in this State
these minerals are being used almost exclus-
ively in the Eastern States. There is magnesite

and many other minerals which require cheap

railway freights, before they can be used for
commercial purposes in the Eastern States It
is very regrettable that millions of tons of
valuable minerals of a miner nature should
be lying idle in Western Australia on aceount
of the high railage costs to our seaboard, Un-
fortunately most of those mineral ores lie in-
land and these deposits of a more or less use-
ful nature arc situated hundreds of miles from
the railway, Cuming, Smith & Co. for example
can carry pyritic ore containing three units of
copper and 25 to 30 units of sulphur at one
farthing per ton from Yulliminna, If that con-
cession were not granted to them it is prob-
lematical whether they could manufacture sul-
phuric acid in sufficient quantities in Western
Australia to make superphosphate. T hope the
Minister for Mines will appreciate the faet
that it is necessary to nob alone give
cheap {freights in the case of the car-
ringe of pyritic ore for Cuming, Smith, &
Coy., but it is also necessary to give
the same conditions on the same basis for
the enconragement of developing the minor
minerals, and so absorb & considerable ameunt
of Iabour. T hope the statistics which I have
given will convinee the Minister of the abso-
lute necessity for doing something in this
direction. I trust that the plant in Coel-
gardie will be more or less of a scientific
nature and will be controlled on practical
scientific lines as well as going in for ex-
perimental work s0 far as our low-grade
sulplide ores are concerned. I believe this
affords a big field and a big scope for in-
vestigation. The oil flotation process has
asgisted the wmineral industry of the United
States and put it on an altogether different
bhagis. I hope he will lay down and
endeavour to foster a poliey of investigation
as far as these low-grade ores are concarned.
We have millions of tons of low.grade sul-
phide ores worth anything from 105, to 20s,
a ton on the Eastern goldfields unprofitable
to-day. Tf by investigation-—I do not say
altogether by means of oil flotation—we may
keep in line with the metal producing coun-
tries of the world, Western Auvstrnlia will
greatly benefit. We should recognise the fact
that oil flotation is to-day an established
metallurgical practice. Tt has gone beyond
its experimental or speculative stage and is
nndoubtedly an accepted practice and aue of
the most successful metallurgical practices so
far as it has been adopted to deal with low-
grade sulphide mines, that has ever been em-
ployed.- We have in this 8tate extensive
arcas of salt Inkes. T believe something
should be done by the Government to exploit
them. I am surprised that some of the offi-
cers of the Mines Department who have the
necessary knowledge have not done so up
to date and have not fried to utilise our big
salt areag by the application of electrolysis
in metallurgy.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, Troy: They are all leased.

Mr, LAmengT: Many of the areas are
not leased. In the Minister’s own distrizt
there is one of the finest salt Jakes in the
State, 1 suppose he has the best arseno
pyritic ore at the Transvaal mine that exists
in the State. We are giving the manage-
wment of that mine cheap water to voncen-
trate their ore, but they send their econcen-
trates to Vietoria, however, and treat them
there by means of chlorine gas. By the pro-
per application of electrolysis and the elec-
trieal decomposition of sodium chloride from
the lakes, all the chlovine necessary can be
produced to treat the arseno pyritie ores in
the State and there will be no need to go
elsewhere for the treatmeat. )

The Minister for Mines: Ouce they arrive
at the proper treatment, I think it is their
intention to establish works heve for the
complete treatment of the ore.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt is no use anyone try-
ing to blind me in that direction. They have
heen for yecars treating their arseno pyritic
ores, and so far us the treatment of arsenical
pyrites is concerned that was settled 20 years
ago.

The Minister for Mines:
something new.

My, LAMBERT: So far as they are con-
cerned they are operating on account of the
high priee of arsemic, which is about £60 a
ton, 1n normal times it is sometimes impos-
sible to give it away., This concentrated ore
contains about 50 per cent. of arsenic, and it
is therefore very valuable, and it pays to ship
this ore to the Eastern States for the pur-
pose of extracting the arsenic from it and the
gold as well. Tnstead of the small mining
plant having to work under the present
eyanide treatment of ore, it would be very
mueh better if some simple preeess of elee-
trolysis sneh as that worked by the Mt
Morgan ming in Queensland could be adopted,
aply om a more limited sezle.s [f this were
possible we ghould nof have men complain-
ing about the cxcessive cost of mining sup-
plies. [ believe that the olficerg of the Mines
department would take this matter up with
vonsiderable interest, Uniluubtcdly therc are
good men in that depariment, partienlarly in
the Geological department, in Mr. Simpsen
and those under him. In many raspects these
officers are doing a lot of upselfish work
which, beeause it is not knowa, is nnt goner-
ally appreciated. We have oflieers who are
prepared to assist in diseovering means by
which economy econld be praetised and by
which seientific methods can be employed in
mining, and thesc men should be engaged on
the, work. If the Minister is willing to give
them a lead in this direction a considerable
amount of wvaluable data could be obtained
which would not only be of service to the
mines of the State, but to many of those
subsidiary industries which will develop
later on in Western Australia. T should like
to say a word or two on ore smelting in
Western Australia. I regret the position as
pointed out by the member for Hannans,
namely, that the prospectors in Ravens-
thorpe say that it will pay them better to

There is always
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send their ore to the Eastern States than to
have it smelted at the Government smelter
at Ravensthorpe. I am sorry that the smelter
was gold to private individuals, and I be-
lieve that the Government are leasing it
to-day. The price of amelting there is to a
large extent due to the geographical position
of the place in which the works are situated.
I believe the Minister is well aware of the
factors which mainly contribute to the high
cost of smelting.

The Minister for Mines: T hear cnough
about it.

Alr, LAMBERT: We will have to face this
position in Western Australia. So far as our
State steamers are concerned we shall have
to utilise them on lines similar to those in
which our railways are utilised, namely to as-
sist mining. ITf we onee arrive at that de-
finite policy we shall also probably have to
erect & central, smelter controlled in one
central position in the State and in all pro-
bability that will have {o he established at
Fremantle. T am apeaking so far as copper
and gold ore amelting is concerned. As a
matter of fact there are considerable quan-
tities of ecopper ore along the North-West
coast

Mr. Troy: Inland, north of Peak Hill

Mr. LAMBERT: While the water jacket
furnaces originally put up by an English
company at TFremantle were altogether too
big and unwieldy for the class of work in
this State, a small blast furnace centrally
sitnated, so as to cope with all the better
and higher grade gold ores, with copper ores

utilised as ecarriers, would pay. In few
countries does not find copper smelting
alone. In many cases copper is used as a

flux and a carrier for the smelting of higher
grade conecntrates, or of high grade gold
ore. By the establishment of a central
smelter, fed by the utilisation on a business-
like basis of our State steamers, fed either
from Ravensthorpe in the south, or from the
North-West, with copper ores, and fed with
the higher grade gold ores from the Eastern
Goldfields, the problem would be solved.
Those higher grade gold ores are now go-
ing to the Eastern States and until latterly
they have, unfortunately, been going to Ger-
many exclusively. T take it the Government
now in power will not encourage any further
shipments of ore to Germany. Side by side
with that decision, I hope they will see
whether our copper ores and our gold ores
eannot be smelted in one eentral position.

Mr. Maley: And lead.

Mr. LAMBERT: And lead. As regards
lead, T do not think Mr. Montgomery, the
State Mining Engineer, with all due respect
to the knowledge which he undoubtedly pos-
sesses, bears in mind that if there is a snd-
den fall in the priee of lead to-day, our
valuable lead ficlds adjacent to Geraldton
will be absolutely closed down. T think Mr,
Montgomery’s failnre to appreeiate this is
due to hiz somewhat conservativa turn of
mind. THowever, it is for the Minister to
say whether that industry shounld continue
or not. The Minister, while he remains in
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office, will find that the fate of lead mining
in this State, and particularly the prospects
of lead mining in the Geraldton area, are in
his hands. It is for the Minister to decide
whether or not the lead industry of Western
Anstralia shall eontinue. We can c¢onclnde
that lead will fall in price to somewhat near
its pre-war level. When that fall occurs,
unless we are prepared to conduet lead
smelting on proper lines, that ia to say im-
mediately adjacent to the mines, the whole
of that now valuable field will probably close
down, I hepe that, seeing we have to face
that position, the Minister will censider it
worth while to adopt the suggestion which
I have made, that a thoronghly compre-
hensive report should be obtained setting
forth the amount of ore available, and the
price at which up to date smelting, with an
up to date smelter, ean be conducted at a
eentral port like Geraldton. T truat that, for
the sake of that very important branch of
metalliferous mining in this State, the Min-
jster will call for such a veport, wherefrom
he may readily ascertain that instead of as-
gisting a smelting company to make 4givi-
dends, ag the prospectors and mine ownera
are doing to-day, be will assist the metal-
liferous industry of Western Aunstralia, I
believe the Minister will, if he finds that he
has suffictent backing in this Chamber, spend
gsome little money in that direction, Hon. .
members more intimately connected with this
phase of the mining industry than T am,
will undoubtedly speak upon it; but I hope
the point is emphasised that this Committec
will not tolerate the c¢losing down of those
lead mines if it is possible to keep them
working. In conclusion, let me say fthat T-
hope mnote will be taken of the point raised
by the member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie),
and that greater consideration will be shown
to the lives of the miners in this State, It is
a reprettable fact that teo light and too
little has been made of the life of the
miner, and of the conditions under which he
should work. All our big mines to-day should
be properly ventilated, and should be syste-
matically sprayed by proper germicidal agen-
cies, so a3 to kil many of the germs existing
there. Tt i3 doubtful whether any of those
mines uzes a germieidnl spray in any direction.

Hon. P. Collier: All those mines just use
ordinary water.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1In Afriea, where black
labour is employed, all the mines continually
use a germicidal spray, reducing the possibility
of the blacks eontracting any disease of a con-
tagious character. I hope, too, that for the
good of mining in thizs State we sghall have
some continuity of poliey. I agree largely
with the member for Claremont (Mr. Duff)
in his maiden effort here. By the establish-
ment of a beard, or a commissioner of mines,
we should achieve greater eontinunity of policy
than has characterised past administration.
Undoubtedly we have had some rapid and
wild changes in the tenure of the Mines port-
folio recently. I do not know whether that
process of change is likely to continue; pos-
sibly it will continne. I consider, however,
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that the mining industry ought not to suffer
from the whims or the possible idiosyneracies
of gome clectorates. Some continuity of poliey
should be laid down, and particularly do we
want a continuous policy as regards the de-
velopment of mining. If we desire to assist
mining systematically and sympathetically, we
must first develop a policy. If the Minister
finds that he is without eash, without backing,
without sympathy, I think it is for him to tell
the Committce and the cowntry that his
position ag Minister for Mines is untenable.
His position there can be held with credit,
justice, and respect to himself, only if he
carries out some sympathetie, practical, useful
policy, and that policy should have the finan-
cial backing of the Government with which the
Minister is associated. I hope that a broad
and common-gense view will be taken of this
and other subsidiary industries, and that for
the good of the people of Western Australia,
and for the general welfare of the Common-
wealth in which we are so much interested, we
shall have that sympathetic treatment for min-
ing which has been extended to other indus-
tries in this State,

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [9.556]: The
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) in his
concluding remarks has thrown a somewhat
heavy responaibility on the Minister for Mines
as regards the future of the lead-mining in-

. Qustry, which I represent. 1 think the hon.
member’s remarks are quite justified. From
the report of the Mines Department for the
year ended the 31st December, 1917, I obgerve
that the output of lead for that yecar was
valoed at £143,925, representing an inereasc
over the preceding year of no less than £33,053,
. Another year is drawing to a close, and I think
that during it the ratio of increase has been
maintained, if not exceeded. The close of next
month, I think, will show that the production
of lead in this State has exceeded the £200,000
mark. These inerecases are most gratifying;
but the lead-mining industry of Western Aus-
tralia has now reached 2 stage whea grave
anxictics arc experienced, more partieularly by
the prospecters who have not the financial
protection and the conneetion which companies
have, The prospectors feel very grave doubts
indced as to the future of the industry here.
The leading prospecting mine in the Geraldine
area is, of course, the Surprise mine; and the
ownerg of that mine have assured me that if
Iead falls below £20 per ton they must close
down,

The Minister for Mines: If they ecannot
earry on with lend ore valeed at £20 per ton,
who eant

Mr. MALEY: Undoubtedly they can carry
on if the costs are reduced by means which
are well within the control of the Government.
However, owing to the termination of the war
there is a serious position to be faced. That
position ean be met to a considerable extent.
Tt will, however, be a case of the survival uf
the fittest; and it is only the higher grade
mines that will be-able to carry on when the
shoe pinches. In the Geraldine nrea the added
cost, owing to the lnck of railway facilities,
will probably mean the difference between 2
nrofit and a loss.

{ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: What do you sug-
gest the Governmment shall do—keep the price
of lead up to £20 per tonf

Mr. MALEY: No. The gravest anxiety of
the prospector is whether, in the event of eir-
cumstances causing a sudden fall in the lead
market, the same treatment wiil be meted out
to the lead industry as apparently is being
granted to the copper industry. The prospee-
tors of the lead industry want to know whether
thegy will be protected for the same period
after the declaration of peace as the copper
produecers are to be protected. The relative
proportions of the two industries are disclosed
by the figures of the Mines Department for
the year ended 31st December, 1917, when the
total copper production for that year waa
valued at only £93,711, while the preduction of
lead ore figured at £143,925. It is reason-
able to expect that the whole of the activities
of the Mines Department will be used towards
assuring that the best possible terms are made
for the prospectors of lead mining, either by
agreement between the State Government and
the Fremantle Trading Company, or between

the State Government and the Metal
Exchange, or with the Munitions De-
partment in Melbourne. Every possible

effort should be used by the Minister
and the department to secure for our
lead industry the same treatment es pertains
to the copper industry. The House knows
from the notices of motion which unfortunately
are still on the agenda paper, and which, I
suppose, will be amongst the slaughtered inno-
cents at the conclugion of the session, that two
suggestions have been made, one by the mem-
ber for Geraldton and the other by myself, in
regard to the assigstavee from two points of
view to the lead industry. But what T par-
tieularly wish to emphasise is that the indus-
try eannot expaud to-day under the crushing
levies which are imposed upon it.

The Minister for Mines: TUnder existing
conditions they cannot live; is that what yon
maintain?

Mr, MALEY: They are living at the pre-
sent time, but the existing price is approsi-
mately £28 or £29 a ton. I stand to be cor-
rected on that point by the Minister, but the
particular levy L am going to outline is that
the Government hy agreement with the Fre-
mantle Trading Company have exaeted an
overhead charge apart from the smelling
charges of ten per cent. for every ton of ore
raised in the Northampton distriet, and when
we take into consideration the faet that many
of the prospectors are also paying a royalty
of 71 per cent. to the owners of the old min-
etal frecholds in the district, we cannot won-
der that the industry, because of the terms
under which the men are engaged in it and the
cxactions they have to pay, apart from the
ordinary cost of mining, is not a paying one,
and that in the uear future the burden will be
too heavy for those interested in it to bear.
Their contention is that they will not be able
to carry on if lead drops in value to below
£20 a ton. The Minister cannot deny that,

The Minister for Mines: What did they do
when it was down to £14 a ton?®
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Mr, MALEY: In the old days the industry
existed by means of the cheap freights which
prevailed. The ore was taken to the old coun-
try as ballast. It was carried free in sailing
ships. T want the industry to expand. It is
the poliey of the Government, and the Premier
has enunciated it frequently, to produce, pro-
duece, produce. And the only way to help min-
ing along is to keep the prospectors ahead of
the already estabiished mines, and so enable
them to bring into produetion new properties.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The Government can-
not find millions for agriculture and millions
for mines as well.

Mr. MALEY: The one industry depends on
the other, What I particularly want to empha-
sise in regard to the prospeetors is that they
should not be hampered in the way they are
hampered to-day, by reason of the faet that
the leases are held under what is known as the
old Imperial mineral freeholds. When I spoke
in the House two months ago, I was proceed-
ing to read a report issued by the State Min-
ing Engineer after that gentleman entered on
his duties in the State, and at which time he
had some of the zeal which is usually to be
found amongst newecomers, The State Mining
Engineer’s report was issued in 1908, and
there were certain recommendations to the Min-
ister for Mines of the day which, in my
opinion, would have solved the position in re-
gard to the mineral freeholds, and made the
position easy for the prospector if those re-
commendations had been adopted. The pros-
pector at any time iz a person who does not
want to be restricted or hampered. He wants
to be fancy-free to roam about at hiz sweet
will, and if he happens upon a discovery it
should be the poliey of the department te make
the way easy for him. T shall read the con-
cluding portion of the State Mining Engineer's
report, as it was issued in 1908—

The private ownership of mineral lands
in the Nerthampton district is the greatest
obstacle to the prospecting necessary to
bring about a revival of the mining industry,
and in my opinion very little progress will
be made unless this difficulty is grappled
with eomprehensively by the Government,
The procedure laid down in the Mining Aect
for opening these lands to mining scems very
fair in prineiple—if it ia first conceded that
the State ean properly take steps to force
mining upon private lands againgt the will
of the owners—buf it is obviously too slow
and expensive to give satisfaction to pros.
pectora and their supporters, especially when
they are aceustomed to the very ensy condi-
tions of obtaining possession of areas for
mining on Crown lands. It seems to me that

in order to revive mining in this fleld the-

conditions of taking up mining leases must
be made approximately as easy as in the
case of Crown lands, and T can see no way
of doing this except by the Government in-
tervening to make all the preliminary
arrangements with the private owners, which
now have to he made by the prospective
miner, How best to effect this is a matter
on which there will donbtless be much differ-
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ence of opinion, and which will be Dbetter
discussed departmentelly, and possibly in
Parliament, than, at this stage, in a report
sueh as the present one, which is intended
for publication.

The Minister would be wise if he immediately
calledd a conference of the owners of these
mineral freeholds and make the way easy for
the prospectors to embark on the work of pros-
pecting and arrange terms, perhaps on tribute
or royalty with the owners, in the event of any
lades being found in the heldings. I have no-
thing further to say in regard to the Estimates
generally, except to express regret that the
gold production of the State is declining. We
all sineerely hope that this is only temporary
and that by inereased attention to prospect-
ing a revival will eome about in the near
future and that the industry will maintain
the place it gained when some yoars ago it
raised the State from obscuriby.

[The Chairman resumed the Chair.]

Mr. TROY (Mt Magnet) [10.10]: I do not
think any member who i3 interested in gold
production in Western Australia or interested
in mining in any capacity would be able to
express great satisfaction after a perusal of
the Estimates, for I find that apart from the
amomnt provided for the payment of salaries
there is not one penny on the Estimates for
expenditure in conneetion with development,

The Minister for Mines: The amount appears
on the Loan Estimates.

Mr. TROY: When the Loan Estimates came
down last year the amount provided was an
infinitesimal sum indeed. The amount which
has been expended during the past few years
since the present Government came into office,
with their cry of produce, produce, produce,
has been ecomparatively small, and to-day no-
thing has been done in regard to production
in any form whatever. Neither in regard to
gold production nor any other production have
the Government given the lead. One does not
say these things because of party diﬁfcrouceﬁ.
One does not want to say such things, bnt it
is an unmistakable faet that the State to-day
is deeadent. The Government have no policy
and they give no lead to the people of the
country. Tt is mot pleasant for members to
condemn the Government. It is not pleasant
for metnbers to do anything which might em-
barrass the Goverament, but if the State is
going to get out of its difficulties, if we are
going to do anything worth doing, the Govern-
ment showld have some definite policy, and
givethe people nlead. T am speaking the views
T have held for some time, and this is the
opnortunity T have for expressing them, When
I move about the country I see stagnation oh-
taining. The mining fielda are decadent, and
the samo thing applies in the agrieultural
distriets. Wherever one goes, in faet,
there is evidence of depression and stag-
nation, and when I return to the House
and find that no  definite  proposals
are put forward, po poliey submitted,
it makes me despair. The time is eoming
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when, if the Government have not the
money, if they eannot put forward a poliey
becanse of the want of money, the whole
position should be reviewed. If the State
is 30 handicapped that the Minister cannot
assist the industry he has been clected to
foster and assist, he shonid review the
whole position, and he shounld assist in bring-
ing about a state of affairs which will put
the responsibility of the development of the
ecountry on the shoulders of the Common-
wealth Government, who have the oppor-
tunity and the money. The Minister is not
ungympathetie, but the member for Cool-
gardie, in my opinion, put the position very
pertinently, when he satd that if the Min-
ister, whose duty it is to conserve and to
advance the interests of the mining indus-
try, finds himself handicapped by lack of
sympathy in the Cabinet, his place then is
outside the Cabinet. If the Minister is un-
able to give a lead beecause of being em-
barassed or handicapped, theu it is plainly
his duty to tell the people that such ja the
position. I have no doubt that the want of
encouragement as shown in the Estimutes is
du¢ to the fact that the Government have no
money. But it has been pointed out thai
money i8 being provided for expenditurc in
other directions, for expenditure in experi-
mental propositions, is being frittered away
in the encouragement of industries which are
not possible under present conditions and
which, if brought into being, conld not pos-
gibly exist becanse of the competition with
industries better established in other loeali-
ties close at hand. Tf the Government are
out to assist the country in itz dilficnlties
they ought to encourage those industries al-
ready established, for the growth of those
industries will bring in its train sccondary
industries, and when those sccondary indus-
tries are thus established it will he on a pros-
perous and sound foundation. The member
for Claremont (Mr. Duff) expressed the
opinion that the mining industry could be
fostered by the appointment of a commis-
sioner, that it onght to be removed from
political control and be placed under a board
or eommission which would supervise the
whole of the industry. He believed that this
would bring about greater development and
progress. I do not agree with the proposition.
If the industry were removed from political
control the commissioner, even if he had the
industry at heart, could not do any material
good, because he would not have the maney
which is provided by Parliament. This gov-
ernment by commigsioners is an ahsordity.
The policy of the Commenweaith Govern-
ment is government by commissioners. They
have commissioners by the hundreds. T do
not belicve that goveroment by eommis-
sioners s a good thing at all, because the
commissioner, heing responsible to nobody,
carries out his duties in a way that pleases
himself. T do not think it would be to the
advantage of those in the industry that it
should be handed over to a commissioner,

The Minister for Mines: What would be
his duties?

“tural

[ASSEMBLY.] )

My, TROY: Only such as laid down by
Parliament, and if he had a mint of money
ke still might do no good but much harm.

The Minister for Mines: 1 am looking for
the job; that is why T am asking. ,

Mr. TROY: The commissioner would he
a department in himself. T feel sure that this
question of control by commissioner wonld
not he put forward by any member who
understood thoroughly what it means. A
commissioner could bring ahout no advant-
age unless he was an extremely gifted man
and had vast sums of money at his disposal
for the giving of immediate help to the in-
dustry. This question of control Dby
commissiomer  has  been  put  forward
from time to time by agrienltural
members, [t has  beer  proposed that
the Agricultural Bank sheuld be removed
from the contrel of Parliament and placed
nnder a commissioner. It wounld be a very
bad thing for the farmer. Nobedy would
more gladly aceept the proposition thun the
present manager of the Agricultnral Bank,
If Parliament did not interfere, the Agrieul-
tural Bank would not be in the position it
is to-day, and the settlers would not have
received the money that has been paid to
them. 8o in my opinion the people who put
forward this proposition do not thoroughly
understand it; they have not eonsidered the
results, which I believe would he very un-
satisfactory to themselves. Bo, too, in re-
gard to the mining industry, a commission of
control would not mean anything except that
the commissioner eounld take up any attitnde
he pleased; hc could be sympathetic where
his leanings were concerned, and unsym-
pathetic where they were not concerncd. The
system is a fallacy. We have commissioners
governing almost every department of the
Commonwealth.

-Hon. W. C. Angwin:
travagant, at that.

Mr. TROY: The system is not only ex-
travagant but it is vicious, and is dishonest
in addition. Tn my opinion it was organised
for the purpesc by the present Federal Gov-
ernment. The only way in which the mining
industry can be assisted is by the expendi-
ture of money. Tt is the duty of the Min-
ister to insist that the men engaged in the
mining industry shall have an equal call on
the purse of the comntry with men engaged
in other industries. T ean speak as one re-
presenting the mining industry and repre-
senting also the agrieultural industry. When
agrienlture  was  suffering  under most
adverse conditions in this State I went
to my conatituents and urged them
to give their support to the agrieul-
industry hecanse, as T told them,
the position of the agriculturist was a moat
diffieult one and it was of very great import.
ance that he should succeed. The mining in.
dustry to-day is heavily handicapped because
of the high cost of produetion and of mining
requisites. Tt is the duty of the Govern-
ment tn give cqually fair consideration all
ronnd. The only way in which the mining
industry can be fostered is by the expendi-

And they arc ex-
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ture of money in the helping of men to pros-
pect the country, in maintaining prospecting
parties and in giving them facilities to de-
velop their properties when found. T do not
despair of the mining industry in Western
Australia, A State which possesses a large
area of mineral country, stretehing from
Ravengthorpe in the south to Kimberley iu
the north, ecannot lhave been fully prospected,
and in my opinion not all the gold has yet
been discovered. I have no doubt the time
will come, as is has come in the Eastern
States, when there will be very grest mining
development in Western Australia, We need
it very badly. Bat all that must come about
by the giving of assistance and enconruge-
ment. If Western Australia is so seriowsly
handieapped, ean the Government give us
any immediate hope that this position of
affairs is going to be remedied in the near
future? We have waited two or three years
for the Government to assist this industry,
and we shounld like to know ftom the CGov-
ernment is the time approaching when wuioney
will be available for the development of min-
ing? If not, then T say the time has arrivad
when we ought to consider “he position of
the State in relation to the Commonwentth.
If the Commonwealth Government can in-
vade every avenue of revenue and extort
from the people, by taxation and other
.means, huge sums of money to bhe spent ex-
travagantly, as is being done, we ought to
congider the situation; beecause this State
cannot be developed if the peopic are im-
poverished and if all the money is cen-
tralised in the Federal Government,

Hon, P. Collier: And they are not con-
cerned about our worries and troubles.

Mr. TROY: I am becoming a little des-
pordent about this Parliament. We come
here and do but little of valve. T do not
think that ever a Parliament has had such
barren results,

The Minister for Mines: I do not think we
should disparage ocurselves.

Mr. TROY: The Government ought to take
the bull by the horns, face the sitvation and,
if the country can be developed by any other
means than by the present Parliament, then
let it be done. If the couniry cannot pro-
duce the revenue necessary for its develop-
ment, we ought to see about getting it by
some other means. No one ig in a better
position to give a lead to the House than are
the Government. The Government know the
position of the country, they know what
moneys they can lay hands wpon, they know
how the progress of the conntry has been
handicapped; and it i3 the .duty of the Gov-
ernment to eome to Parliament and say thea
position is such and such and the only reas-
ible alteration is an alteration by which the
people will get the necessary assistance. We
have to provide for the return of large num-
bers of soldiers, not all of whom will go on
the land. Some will look for other aventes
of cmployment. But what other avenues of
employment are there outside the land, to
which of course a few will go? FEven going
on the land means a time of strupgle. The
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soldier settlers will not escape the difficulties
that other men have had to put up with.

My, Broun: Neither will they if they go in
for nining.

Mr, TROY: That i so, We cannot have a
great body of men coming back to this coun-
try to find a situation sueh as exists to-day.
The HEstimates show that there is no money
available for the development of the State,
This ecannot go on.

Mr, Tcesdale: It does not apply to the re-
turned soldiers. 'They can be fitted out by
the department.

Mr. TROY: But only for a shert time, and
in any casc it is not very satisfactory to a
returned soldier who is a married man,

Hon, P. Collier: And it is only for pros-
peetors,

Mr. TROY: That .s so. We are handi-
capped in all our industries by the want of
money. T do not see any possibility of the
State getting any moncy for some time to
come. The ‘"Monthly Abstract’’ shows the
pesition of the State. I do not see why wo
should bother about a Parliament such as
this, untess the Governmeut can show some
means by which we can get out of our pre-
sent difficulties, The Commonwealth Goveérn-
ment hive 4 monopoly of ull the money of
the States, and have no responsibility. They
can impoverish the States. We are endeav-
ouring to carry on and maintain our bankrupt
suvereignty.

Mpr. Ilarrison: That is not correct.

Mr. TROY: We are poing back every
month, We find our industries are in a stag-
nant condition and the country is stagnant.
Go to the back country and see it for
yourselves, 1 want the Government to give
some lead; T do not care what it is so long as
it i a lead that gives us some hope. Then I
am with them and will do what I ean to help
them, 1 would rather hit ont than sit and do
nothing. Unless the Government gives a lead,
the country cannot progress. I do not want to
say one word against the interests of the in-
dustry, but there was one statement of the
Minister I could not help noticing when he
said that the industry had been greatly handi-
capped by the increased cost of wages.

The Minister for Mines: The increased
cost; T did not say by the inerease of wages.

Mr. TROY: This cry of increased cost of
wages is always raised, and in my opinion the
people who make those statements are of no
benefit to the country. I desire to draw the
Minister’s attention to a remark recently made
by Sir George Doolette at a meeting of share-
holders in London. He stated that the indus-
try in Western Australin had been handi-
capped by the demands of the miners in
regard to increased wages, and that these in-
creases had seriously embarrassed the industry,
That statement is phsolutely incorrect, for no
inereases whatever have been given in the min-
ing industry during the course of the war, If
there is one body of men who have been most
patient and whe have never asked for any
increase of wages on account of the high cost
of living and the increased railway rates, it is
the mine workers. Such statements being untrue
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are mischievous and caleulated to do much
harm.

Hon. P. Collier: They are worse than mis-
ehievous; they arc grossly untrue. The Agent
General should be instructed to make an official
contradiction,

Mr. TROY: I repeat that the Western Aus-
tralian miner has been most patient. I do not
know of one instance in which wages have
been increased to the mine workers, and no-
body can deny hut that if the cost of living
has increased anywhere, it has increased more
in the outback districts of the goldfields than
anywhere in the State. In those districts they
have had to bear the higher cost of living, and
also the increase in the railway freights. That
statement about the increased cost of wages
is too often put forward. The whole trend of
some people’s argument is to put forward the
statement that owing to labour troubles they
cannot carry on, If they have heen guilty of
dishonesty or if they have heen guilty of mis-
management, the blame i3 always laid on the
worker. The so-called ecaptaing of industry
and newspapers are very prone to make such
gtatements. One newgpaper, the (‘Daily
Nows,’’ has been absolutely notorious for its
references of that character. There i3 no
‘question in my opiniow, but that market rag-
ging and the taking down of people engaged
in the mining industry has been more respon-
sible for the discouragement of the industry
than anything else, and if the aunthorities will
but put their finger on that danger to the indus-
try, they will do well. The member for Cool-
gardie (Mr. Lambert) made an excellent
speech, but some of his referonces were pre-
judicial to the State battery system. It may
be true in some instances that prospectors have
taken out the richest portions of the mine, but
I would point out that two-thirds of our gold
producing mines would not have cxisted at ali
had it not been for the prospectors. It will be
given to the prospector through the State bat-
tery system,

Hon. P. Collier:
Meckatharra.

Mr, TROY: We would not have had Meeka-
tharra or hundreds of other fields but for the
prospectors who were helped through the bat-
tery system. I repeat that the State batteries
have been a great help to the mining industry
and that on the whole the State battery sys-
tem has justified iteelf. Tt is unfortunate that
in certain instances the eharges were not suffi-
cient to ecover the cost of treatment. My only
regret is that we have not more and T trust
that in the future we shall endeavour to seeure
the erection of additional State batteries, and
I believe the time is coming when we shall
have to inerease the number. A proposal has
been made to put the Warriedar battery in
order for the treatment of molybhdenite.

The Minister for Mines: There must be a
sufficient quantity of material available to
justify the erection of a mill

Mr. TROY: I am not going to ask the Min-
ister to put the battery in order if there is
not some justification for doing s0, but T
wounld ask him to state definitely what supply
he wants so that the prospectors who have the
properties may know what he wishes.

We wouldl not have had

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: The mines are held
up at present.

Mr. TROY:. Many of the mines are
heid under option by Mr. A. E. Morgans,
T understand his options expire early in
next year. Will the Minister gay that
the battery will be put in order for the
treatment of the wolybdenite ore, sc that
the prospectors may know that if they
work their leases they can treat their ore on
the spot? This will immediately give them the
lead. Instead of giving Mr. Morgans, or any
other person, a renewal of these options, the
prospectora can say, ‘‘You have had the op-
tions long enough. If you do not want to ex-
ercise thewm, give them back, and we can then
work the mines and get the ore treated.’’

The Minister for Mines: I am awaiting a
report in connection with a reeent visit to the
distriet.

Mr, TROY: What amount of ore does the
Minister require hefore he will put the bat-
tery in order? Will he give the prospectors a
clear understanding as to the needs of the de-
partment? If this information is given, and
the prospectors do not fulfil their obligations,
they cannot then blame anyone else. I rather
suspect that the gentleman who has the option
over these lenses does not propose to cxercise
it.

The Minister for Mines: You would be very
clever if you koew what he intended.

Mr. TROY: T understand that molybdenite
ore is there in considerable quantities. If the
Minister will tell the prospectors definitely
what the needs of the department are, I feel
sure they will work these leagses. I think
they arc pretty full up of the leases being
held by another gentleman who will not say
what he proposes to do.

The Minister for Mines: He will not say
whether he proposes to put up a plant or not.

Mr. TROY: If the Minister does not know
what the valne of the ore is, let him gend a
quantity of it away for treatment in order
to ascertain this. We should not humbug
these men who have goue out there to take
up the leases. They are willing to werk them
if they have the opportunity. The battery
is there, and requires the expenditure of a fair
suin of money to put it into order, and into
such a condition that it would be enabled to
deal with molybdcnite ore. I should like to
have the Minister’s proposal as snon ag pos-
sible. I have not found him unsympathetic
in the matter.

. The Minister for Mines: You appreeiate
the difficulty which has oceurred since I made
the promise?

Mr. TROY: T understand that, bot I should
like to have the Minister’s pronouncement as
early as possible. In connection with check
inspector appointments, and the manner ia
which the scheme has worked out, T would
remind hon. members that when the present

leadler of the Oppoesition was Minister
for Mines he introduced an amending
Act  providing for the appointment of
check inspeetors, and this met with op-
position both in this Chamber and in an-
other place. The scheme has, however,

worked out most satisfactorily. I do not think
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the Minister can point to any one case where
there has been any undue friction between
the check inspector, the Government inspec-
tor, or the inspector in the mine. Some time
ago T had the greatest difficulty in prevailing
upon the Minister to appoint a check ingpee-
tor to visit the Youanmi mine. Eventually
he agreed to have Youanmi included with-
in the scope of the Murchison check inspector.
I have a letter here from the secrctary of the
union, who tells me that the proposition has
worked out very well. He said the Govern-
ment inspector reported that things were all
right on the oceasion of each of the visits
that he made, but that when the check in-
spector first vigited the place he found the
mine in anything but a satisfactory condition.
Although the check inspector has only made
three visits to that centre, it has been re-
ported to me that there has been a wonderful
difference in the conditions appertaining to
the whole mine. This shows conclugively the
need for check inspectors. Despite the fact
that check inspectors have brought about
much improved conditions in the mines, this
has been effected, to my knowledge, with an
entire absence of friction. The provision for
the appointment of check inspectors, which
wag severely commented upon by the Cham-
ber of Mines, and by the opponents of the
Labeur party, has proved successful beyond
a shadow of doubt.

Mr. Munsie: Even the mine managers have
admitted that the provision is a good one.

Mr. TROY: Much good has been brought
about without any frietion whatever between
the check inspector, the Government inspector
and the manager of the mine.

The Minister for Mines: You are speaking
of Youanmi?

Mr. TROY: I am speaking generally now.
I regret the great decline that has taken place
in the industry. People hardly realise that
during the last few years there has been a
decline in the gold production to the wvalue
of one million sterling. That makes a great
difference to this eountry. There i3 a great
necessity for the Minister taking some action
to overtake that loss. T feel that many of
the young men who are coming back to the
State will again return to the industry in
whieh they have served the better part of
their days, and that this fact may make a
great difference to the stability of the in-
dustry. But & great many of these men will
not return to mining, The industry is not
one to-day which attraets any man. The con-
ditions are such as to discourage men from
seeking employment in it. It is not a healthy
industry; it is a very unhealthy industry., 1f
the Minister wants to encourage the return
of young men to the industry, he can best
serve his purpose by putting on the Loan Es-
timates a sum of moncy to encourage men
to go out prospecting, so that they may be
able to find mines for themselves, and work
them while they are shallow, because then the
danger is not so great. T conclude my re-
marks by expressing my disappointment that
no provision iz made on these Estimates for
the development of the mining industry.
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With the member for Coolgardie (Mr. Lam-
bert) T say that if the Minister finds himseld
embarrassed by being uaable to secure money
from the Government, and that if owing to
want of funds he is unable to encourage the
industry, his place as a representative of tha
mining industry is not in the Csbinet but ount-
side it.

Mr. PICKERING (Sussex) [10.52]: On the
introduetion of the Jistimates last session I
had to call attention to the omission from them
of any .provision for the oil industry. In his
introductory speceh this session the Minister
made no reference whatever to that important
phase of mining, Of gold mining we have
heard somewhat discouraging accounts from
hon. members on the other side of the Cham-
ber, and I regretted to lenorn from the member
for Greenough (Mr. Maley) the probability of
the lead-mining industry proving unpayable.
In connection with the oil industry there are
one or two points to which the Minister might
well give attention. The Mining Act makes no
provigion for security of tenure of oil titles.
Anyone desirous of embarking capital in the
oil industry would invest at great risk, since’
existing legislation provides merely for a ten-
ure of 18 months. I understand the Minister
has a Bil! ready to introduce in this eonnee-
tion, but the matter is one of extreme urgency.
I desire to bring to the attention of the Com-
mittee an extract from the London ‘‘Daily
Mail?’ of the 20th September, 191§—

There is something for the men in the
motor-omnibus to ponder over in the fact
that Lord Cowdray is applying his great
abilities and is prepared to devote a large
sum of money to experimental bering for
oil in England. To the majority of his
fellow countrymen Lord Cowdray is better
known as Sir Weetman Pearson, the dis-
tinguished engineer. Why is it that he in
the midst of the world erisis should be troub-
ling himself to discover home seurces of oil
supply? Every engineer knows why, It is
not only because every gallon of oil is ur-
gently needed for the Army and the Navy
and for transport services, but it is because
oil is the mew source of power that will
govern the future industrial development of
the world. The late Mr. Westinghouse, the
famous Awmeriean engineer, was not under-
stood two years ago when he declared that
the greatest change the world has to look
forward to was the approaching substitution
of oil power for steam power. The inven-
tion and dcvelopment of the internal com-
bustion engine, he realised, had opened out
a source of industrial power far more effi-
cient and economical than the steam power
derived from the combustion of coal. Though
many of us have not perceived it, his pre-
vision hag been progressively justified. The
submarines, the airships, the tanks, the fami-
liar motor-omnibuses are his witnesses of the
efficiency of oil power beyond the pessibili-
ties of steam. Tn the age that is unfolding it-
self we must have oil or sce our great in-
dustrial organisations perish. The ‘‘Daily
Mail’* is informed that machinery for drill-
ing for oil for the Navy is being rapidly
erected by Lord Cowdray on two sites near
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Chesterfield, Derbyshire, and operatious on
the first bore will be commenced by U.S, ex-
perts in a few weeks, The oil required by
the Navy is to be used instead of coal in
the furnaces of the steam boilers and as the
tuel for the heavy oil-driven engines in sub-
marines and other craft. It is hoped to get
from the Derbyshire bores s ¢rude oil heavily
charged with benzine (motor fuel, paraffin,
clear lamp oil) and other valuable by-pro.
ducts which will be ‘“drawn off !’ (distilled)
before the heavier product is sent to the
Admiralty. The ¢‘Daily Mail’’ understands
that Lord Cowdray considers the suecess of
the venture to be of such national import-
ance that he is prepared to spend £1,000,000
on his own account betore a failure to ob-
tain oil will lead him to abandon the scheme,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What was the result
of the American investigation?

My, PICKERING: On my particular portion
of the electorate there have been two reports
from two different sources—one entirely fav-
ourable, the other not. The favourable report
was from an independent source; the un-
favourable report was from the Vacuom O0il
Company, who it is scarcely Teasonable to sup-
pose would be anxions for the development, to
their own detriment, of oil properties in West-
ern Australia, The oil question is one of such
vital importance not only to this State but to
the British Empire that the Government would
be well advised to offer a bonus for oil dis-
coveries and to amend existing legislation so
as to permit of capital being invested in the
oil industry here,

Hon. P. Collier: But the value of the dis-
covery would be so great that the discoverers
would not need any bonus. They would all
make fortunes.

Mr. PICKERING: The object of offering
the bonus is to encourage efforts to make dis-
coveries. Mining members have appealed to
the Government to grant honuses for the en-
eourngement of gold discoveries, but oil dis-
coveries would be of much greater value to
the State, .

1lon. P, Collier: For oil prospecting pur-
poses 105 square miles have been taken up in
this State.

Mr. PICKERING: I am quite prepared to
believe it.

Hon. P. Collier: Bearing in mind that strateh
of country, one would say that somebody is
looking for oil in Western Australia.

Mr, PICKERING: The Act should be so
amended as to prevent the holding of such huge
areas without the prospecting of them being
enforced. T desire to impress on the Minister
the need for promptly amending the Act oo the
lires of the Bill which I understand he has
in preparation, and also the need for en-
eouraging oil discoveries by the offer of a
bonus.  Obviously, petroleun s one of the
greatest factors in medern industrial life; it
ia coming every day more closely in contact
with our commercial life. The effect of the
discovery of petroleum in payable gnantities
in Western Australia would be for a start to
wipe off any deficit the State might have.
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Hon, P. Collier: The matter is really one for
the Commonwealth. An oil discovery here would
benefit the East more than the West.

Mr. PICKERING: I do not see that, If
there is anything that could put this tountry
in a better position than discovery of oil, I
do not know of it. The prospects of oil dis-
coveries here are, I understand, hetter than
those in any other part of Australia,

Hon. P. Qollier: Ronnd about Busselton.

Mr. PICKERING: Thare are good indi-
eations in the neighbourhood of Busselton.
That remark draws laughter from the leader
of the Opposition, but the importance of the
subjeet——-

Honr, P. Collier: According to the Minister
for Industries, it would not be worked if it
was there,

Mr. PICKERTNG: I doubt the propriety of
treating a matter of such importance to the
State with hilarity. I trust the Minister will
give serious consideration to this very vital
subject.

Hon. P. Collier: When I was Minister T sub-
gidised a party in that district—to the exteni
of £200, T thiuk, Their operations were quite
close to Busselton. The party gave it up.

Mr. PICKERING: That may be so. The
amount is too insignificant in eomparison with
the vital nature of this industry to be worthy
of serious congideration. I will not detain
members, althongh the question iz of the ub-
nipst importance, I trust the Minister realises
its importance.

Mr. HARRTSON (Avon) [11.0]: During
the past 14 days we have entered on n new
eri since the artnistice terms were dietated
te Germany, Western Australia is particu-
larly intcrested in those terms on aceount of
the State’s latent wealth which requires de-
valopment, Thig faet is emphasiged more in
‘Weastern Australin than in any other part of
the Commonwecalth and the Government
ought to at once move, because the matter
so vitally concerns the further development
of the minernl resources of Western Auns-
tralia. Looking through the report of the
Mines Department we find two large maps,
and a eusunl plance at them shows that some-
thing will have to be done to derive some
advantage from the wealth we possess. T am
not so pessimistic as to say that we have not
the wealth, [t is wrong to take a pessimistie
view, seeing that last year in eonnection with
our primary industrics we showed an inerease
of 1% millions sterling in wool and also an
inerease in stock of a million sterling. T£
we can pow by some means deovelop the
mineral wealth of Western Australia, so muel
the better will it Lie for the State.  Fon.
members have already referred to the exzes-
sive costs in connection with the mining in-
dustry. Those costs have been brought about
as we know through war conditions. Is il
not possible now for the Minister through
the Agent General or through the Prime
Minister who iz at Home to see whether a re-
duction cannot be brought about in the costs
of materials which are so necessary in con-
neetion with the development of the mining
industry in this State. Western Australia
can claim that she has done her part during
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the war, and we can point to the fact that
while in 1915 there were 12,000 men cogaged
in gold production, last year the number had
dwindled down to 7,000. Tt is simply impos-
sible to expect to get the same return from
the labour of 7,000 men as from that of
12,000 men. There is no doubt that the cost
in some directions can be reduced, and this
matter should be attended to at once. 'lie
Commonwealth js looking for direct revenue
from the tariff returns. We should look fur
direet revenue from the development of onr
resources and in view of the high costs of
mining material, T claim that the tariit
affecting that material should be removed.
On every occasion when the Mines Estimates
have been before this House during the past
three years I have never failed to hear some
member draw attestion to the value of the
fracteur used, The quality for some time
past has Leen very inferior and the Minister
ought to take steps to see that it is now
brought back to the condition in whien it
was prior fo the war, This would not materi-
ally affect the Estimates, but it wonld affect
the result of mining operations because the
greater combustion would materially affect
the economical working of the mines, 'There
are one or two other matters which shonld
reecive cousideration at onee. Representa-
tions should be made at the Peace Confer-
enee as to how Western Australia  stands.
The Commonwealth will be represented, but
it ig not certain that the Commonwealtiy will
be able to sway the various opinions of the
others, and we should use every elort in
the direction of bringing about our Ffnrther
development by a reduetion in the tariff,
Australia is purely an exporter at the pre-
sent tinie and her development rests on hor
primary wealth. How do our secondarv in-
dustries compare with our primary indus-
tries? Qur progress is heing retarded by the
high tariff which has becn in existence for
some yeurs, and T am certain this is the time
to move in the dirveetion of bhringing about a

reduetion. Then there is another point
worthy of consideration, OQur future de-
pends upon our ability to commercialise

seientific research; we caunot earry on de-
velopiment unless we stimulate as far as pos-
sible our School of Mines, makiung the very
best use of edueation in the direction of
developing the brains of our youth, so that
they may be able to take advantage of local
conditions and the mineral wealth around
them. If anything can be donge by the Min-
ister and his officers in that direction by way
of offering a reward or by way of scholar-
ships, it should be done at the present junc-
ture. The expenditure of money in that
dircetion will certainly bring about material
results, and if we are going to keep our place
where we should be, namely, in the fore-
front, we should not miss the opportunity of
doing what T have suggested. Let us stimu-
late the students in the Sehool of Mines so
that they may take positions in this new de-
velopment. Wo have not one line of wealth,
but quite o number, and if we want to
achigve suecess, we should take steps to
make known throughout 'the world what wo
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possess, We should let the world know what
our resources ate and if it is possible by any
means to secure assistance for the develop-
ment of those resources the Government
ghould do so. We should take time by the
torelock at once. The distriet I happen to
have the honour to represent has already
been reforred to by a former speaker, but 1
would not be doing wmy duty if I did not
bring certain facts under the notice of the
Minister. I had the privilege of travelling
throngh the district by the courtesy of the
Minister a littie while back, and T went uot
only through the mining portion of my own
glectorate Dut alse through the Yilgarn gold-
ficld. We have mines in the Yilgarn dis-
trict that are of low-grade and unless we
bave up to date appliances for the treatment
of those low-grade ores, we cannot expeet the
mines to come out an the right side. I visited
one mine which had up to date machinery on
it, but only 24 hours before I was at an-
other mine, the development of which was

held up by reason of the fact thut it did
not have a modern . equipment for
the = treatment of the "low-grade  ores

If we arc to get the best results from the ore
bodies, we have to reduce the cost of produe-
tion. How are we going to do it¥ One can
only conclude thet it is not possible under ex-
isting conditions. It has been stated here to-
night that the wages of the men on the mines
have not been raised during the war period. Tf
the Minister ean reduce the ecosts in other
ways he should do so.

Hon. P. Collier: What would you suggest
in regard to that mine which is not equipped
with good machineryt

Mr. HARRISON: I do not see how the
Government could interfere. But. it seems to
me that our lower grade propositions are not
going to be materially developed unless they
are equipped with modern appliances.

Hon, P. Collier: The difficulty is the find-
ing of the eapital.

Mr, HARRISON: I helieve they have been
working on their own capital, and I under-
stand they declined to sgell at a certain
figure. They are still working ahead and they
hope to have the necessary appliances some
day. Not only in mining, but in agricultura
we have been retarded by the increased tariff,
Tt is right against Australian welfare.

Hon. P. Collier: You say that after all our
war experience?

Mr. HARRISON: (ertainly.

Hon. P, Collier: Without our secondary in-
dustries we should be at the mercy of the
world.

Mr, HARRISON: The secondary industries
will come naturally. Stimulate the primary in-
dustries and the secondary industries must fol-
low. I merely ask that the barrier preventing
the development of the primary industries
shall be withdrawn. Our very freightage from
oversca markets is quite sufficient protection.
This traiff, we were told, was merely to stimu-
late natural production. Where iz our natural
production? But what I am asking the Min-
ister to do is to sece that these obstacles to
our produetion are removed. Our resources
can be developed only when such restrictions
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have been withdrawn, for we have so wide a
field and the distances over which the material
has to be conveyed to the coast are so greaf,
that those low grade propositions eannot com-
pete with similar propositions in other parts
of the world, unless we look carcfully to every
small item of cost.

Hon. P. Collier: The Prime Minister of
Australia has argued on totally different lines,

Mr. HARRISON: I am entitled to my
opinions, just as is the Prime Minister of Aus-
tralia. In regard to that development in my
own electorate, which has created a good deal
of interest iu the speeulative world of finance,
I believe there is further wealth of gold still
there, and from what I have heard I believe
that money could be profitably spent by the
Mines Department in the assistance of pros-
pectors,  If an undergronnd survey could be
taken my means of bores, it would assist the
development of that area. If the Minister,
with his officers, will do the best he can for the
development of our mining resources, I feel
certain we shall diseover further mineral
wealth in Western Australia. I am convinced
that the gold found at Coolgardie in the carly
days was not there just from gome blow on the
surface without there being greater wealih
underneath. It has not been proved at any
depth, bot I belleve that some day it will be
found. I am convinced also that there are
large ficlds of wealth elsewhere in Western
Australia, if only we could locate them. The
leader of the Opposition, an ex-Minister for
Mines, ought to be able to give the Minister
material help in the direction of assisting pro-
spectors. It is possible that a system of as-
sistance would result in the finding of large
atores of wealth. I should be glad if this min-
ing industry, which has stood second to none
in Waestern Australia, were again stimulated
into increased activity. Now is the time to let
our mineral resources he known to the ountside
world,

Mr, WILLCOCK (Geraldton) [11.17]: The
members for Coolgardie (Mr, Lambert) and
Greenough (Mr. Maley) have emphasised the
necessity for the giving of some pguarantee
that the mining of lead in this State will be
encouraged. The Minister has said that he has
been successful in fixing up an agreement in
regard to copper for three months after the
expiration of the present agreement. I shouid
be glad if he would give ns an idea of what
steps he may have taken, or what likelihood
there be of finality beiny reached, so that
those people working in the lead mining in-
dugtry may know whether it is safe to con-
tinne in the business or whether it wounld be
better to shut down until such time as costs
shall have been considerably reduced. At pre-
sent, although lead is at £30 per ton, the
total cost of production is about £22 10s. If
the people concerncd eannot sce that they are
gding to get that price for it, they will have
to close down.

The Minister for Mines:
people to deal with,

Mr. WILLCOCK: They say that at pre-
sent, owing to the high costs, they cannot pro-
duce ore,

The Minister for Mines:
put right in their statement.

They are peculiar

They ought to bhe
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Mr, WILLCOCK: Apparently, they waited
upon you and explained the pesition. They do
not want a guarantee of any fanmcy price.
The Minister may say he eannot guarantee
that the price of lead wili be greater than
it was in pre-war times. We know that the
average price for wheat during the five or
gix years preceding the war was nothing
like 4s. a bushel, and yet it has now been
guaranteed at 4s., and in some cases over
that. These particular people want to be
guaranteed that they will not he working
ore that, in four months time, when the price
is settled, will not stand at some fignre at
which it will not pay them to mine it. If
for instance, the price ig to be redueced from,
say, £30 to £20 per ton, the result will he
that they will only work that portion of
their mines which will give them ore upon
whieh they can make a profit at the paiti-
eular priea at whieh the lead stands. T do
not know if the Minister can give them any
enconragement in the direction of saying
that the price of lead will be at a certain
figure, say, in four or five months’ time, as
they sell at the London price four months
after agsay.

The Minister for Mines: I have promised
to give them an immediate answer as soon
as I have their statements in writing.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Indieating what
Minister thinks the price will be¢

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Mr. WILLCOCK: In view of that assur-
ance I am prepared to leave the matter in
that way. In reference to the coal deposits
at Irwin, about seven months ago, with a
great flourish of trumpets, it was stated that
in that district we had coal of better quality ~
than Collie coal. A certain amount was
granted to a man to prospect these fields, but
I understand that nothing has yet been done.

The Minister for Mines: The matter has
not been left idle. The Government cannot
be cxpeeted to go on boring without some
further particulars.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I thought the Minister
might have made some mention of what has
been done in this connection,

The Minister for Mines: If we went over
the whole gamut, we would be here all night.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The matter is of sufli-
¢ient importance to justify the Committee
in sceking a statement from the Minister as
to the future possibilities of the deposit, and
as to the conclugion arrived at by the State
Mining Engineer upon the matter.

Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison) [11.23]: This
ts one of the questions which should be en-
tered into without any party feeling. The
mining indostry affects the welfare of West.
ern Anstralia to a greater extont thaa any
other industry. Had it not been for gold
mining this State wowld never have risen to
the prominence it has attained to-day. 1t
is a matter for extreme regret that the in-
dustry has deelined, and@ we, as representing
the interests of the State in  Parlinment,
must endeaveur to prevent this decline from
extending. The mining industry is of such
importanee that evéry possible effort should

the
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be made to stem the tide, and foster and
encourage it in every way. Ministers as a
tule do noi appear to take uny notice of
what is said in this Chamber upon the snb-
jeet.  One of the main reasons for the de-
eling of mining here, and one whi¢ch has to
a large extent been responsible for the re-
duction in the production of gold, has been
the indiscriminate exemptions which have
been granted from time to time. Almost
anywhere in the gold mining distriets thero
are people who, by the cxercise of some in-
fluence, have been able to obtain cxemptions
vear after year., I have already asked the
Minister questions concerning some indi-
viduals. Take the case of Mr. de Bernaleas.
Tn all probability that gentleman owns at
present thousands of acres of idle gold min-
ing country in this State. I dare say, too,
he owes hundreds of pounds to the depart-
ment in conneetion with these leascs. It is
a standing disgrace that this state of affairs
should be allowed to exist. I know of n
property which has been held by Mr. de
Bernales, and a co-called company, for many
years, and not a atroke of the pick has been
made upon any of the leagses. At Wiluna he
holds between 100 and 200 acres and prac-
tieally the whole of that area is lying idle
to-day. Not a penny has been spent npon
it.

The Minister for Mines: Aection is being
taken to make such people show caugse why
they should not forfeit their leases. The
first case will be heard during the first week
in pext month. This will be some relief to
those who zre interesting themselves in the
subjeet. The reason why the case has not
been heard before is that the warden. wha
was on his way to Wiluna to hear tue case,
was taken ill, and has not yef recovered; and
we are scnding someone else to do the work.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am glad to hear that. Tt
is because I realise the extreme importance of
this matter that T have brought it before the
department. Leages have been held in liguida-
tion for a number of years, and wages and
dues have been owing during the whole of the
time. It is a matter which should be taken
up with a firm hand. The man has not even
paid his wages or his chareoal bills. He has
even, robbed the poor old charcoal burner. Tt
is a disgrace that the man should be allowed to
interest himself in mining properties here,
There are many other persons who have for
years been a blight upon our gold mining dis-
triets. Not only has Mr. do Bernales inter-
ested himself in properties at Wiluna but also
at Meekatharra, where hg has adopted the same
line of action as he adopted at Wilima. I
should like to have some explanation from
the Minister in regard fo one matter in par-
ticular, concerning which T asked a question
some time ago. Mr. de Bernales held some
lenses at Meckatharra, and an application for
forfeitnre was lodged. The warden imposed a
fine of £10 in thé ease of each of the three
leases. The fine is very small indeed. The
leaseholder has saved hundreds of pounds on
thoso leascs, simply through keeping them idle.
Yet other men are willing to work those leases.
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The Miniater for Mines: There was no appli-
cation for forfeiture prior to thie one,

Mr. HOLMAN: No, because in respect of
a0 many of de Bernales’ leases applications
for forfeiture have been made unsucuesafully.
In some cases ha was fined, and in other cases
forfeiture was recommended; but the Mines
Department in Perth never exacted payment
of the fines, nor have they ever carried out the
forfeitures recommended.

The Minister for Mines: No such case has
occurred since I have been at the Mines De-
partment.

Mr, HOLMAN;
tion of fines.

The Minister for Mines: Only in one case.

Mr. HOLMAN: For days and weeks onc has
to hang about a place waiting to make appli-
cation for forfeiture, waiting until the war-
den’s eourt meets, and incurring a great deal
of expense; and then, after all, a fine of a
few paltry pounds is inflicted.

The Minister for Mines: The applicant for
forfeiture need not necessarily be unoccupied
while waiting for the case to be heard.

Mr, HOLMAN: The Minister is talking non-
sense. If a man is applying for forfeiture,
he cannot go away somewliere else and settle
down to do something pending the hearing of
the case. Anyone with any common senae will
recognise that, The applicant is awarded so
much or 3o little for cogts—not nearly encugh
to compensate him for his loss of time and
his expenditure. Then the Mines Department
in Perth reduces the fine. The Mining Act
should be amended so as not to allow any
person to have two leases under exemption at
one time, whether the two leases are situated
in one part of the State or in differens parts.
One exemption should be quite sufficient for
any one man, There was a time when one
could travel from Peak Hill through Coolgnrdic
to Wiluna and all the way encounter lcases
lLeld by de Bernales under exemption, The Min-
ister, let me point ou$, does not treat all men
in the same way. He allows de Bernales to
hold leases without paying rent. T venture
to assert that de Rernales at the present time
owes the Government hundreds of pounds for
unpaid lease rents and unpaid fines. That is
not the kind of treatment whieh the Minister
has extended to prospectors, mean who have
battled in this country for vears, deing good
work, when they have happened to fall on evil
days and to find themselves in need of exfen-
gion of time for payment of rent, What does
the Minister do in such eases? He tclls those
men that unless their lease rents and fines
are paid immediately —though he did grant a
counle of months exemption in onre or two
cases—he will forfeit tho leases. That is the
treatment for the legitimate prospector, the
man who devotes years of his life to opening
up and developing this country, not engaging
in purely speculative enterorises after the man-
ner of de Bernales and other blights attaching
to the mining industry of Wesbern Austratia.
For the sake of a paltry £12 or £13 the pros-
peetor is threabened with forfeiture of his
lease. TIn these eases the prospector is gener
ally working his lease all the fime, hut owing

But there has been reduc-
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to want of crushing facilities finds himself
unable to pay the leage rent. Then he is
threatened with forfeiture in default of imme-
dinte payment. The Minister will not even
wait until the prospector has had a erush-
ing. . T do not now whether the Minister’s
attitude towards prospectors ig dune to the
difference between the political opinions held
by those men and the opinions held by him.
Posgibly there is a vendetta against these men,
as there is againat myself. To my mind that
is a fensible explanation.

Mr, Hickmott: Have the leases of the pro-
spectors been forfeited?

Mr, HOLMAN: No; but the latest infor-
mation is that they will be forfeited unless the
rents are paid forthwith.

Mr. Hickmott: The Government threaten ail
hands with that sort of thing.

Mr. HOLMAN: But this is the final word.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is interesting to note the
attitude of the farmer. He takes no notice of
threats.

Mr. HOLMAN: The position of the farmer
is altogether different from that of the pro-
gpeetor. In all probability the farmer is into
the Tndustries Assistance Board for a few
hundreds of pounds, and likewise into the
Agricultural Bank for a substantial amount;
and he knows very well that his helding will
not be forfeited. On the other hand, the pro-
spector has worked his lease for a congider-
able time.

Mr. Hickmott: But the lease is of no value
to the Government when it is forfeited.

Mr. HOLMAN: But it is of value to some-
hody else then. That interjection of the hon.
member brings my argument to the very point
I wigh to make, I[f the lease is one of no use
to the Government when it i forfeited, why
should the Government threatem the holder
with forfeiture after perhaps twelve months’
work, with stone waiting to be crushed? The
man has unfortunately not been able to get
the crushing done, and really for that he is
threatened with forfeiture. Why is it done?
There must be some motive behind. 1 want
to know why legitimate prospectors are
threatened in thig faghion whilst men like
de Bernales are allowed to hold hundreds of
acres without working even ome acre. There
must be some influence. Either it is the per-
suagiveness of ‘‘the Count,’’ or it may be
gome moral influence, or possibly some worse
influence, is being used@ when de Bernales geis
the whele of his leases excmpted, and thus is
allowed to go scot-free for years. His tribut-
ing system, under which he exaets extremely
high pereentages from the tributers, has kept
him going for years. I trust the Minister will
toke this matter into his most serions con-
sideration. I apeak from an experience of
over 25 years in the gold-mining distriets of
Western Australia, and I can to-day poiht to
many leases which would have been working
had it not been for the fact that they were
held under exemption for years. By the time
they were abandoned, the men who were really
prepared to work them had drifted away. The
sooner we compel the working of leases, the
better; and the sconer we treat the legitimate
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prospector with a little bit of consideration,
or indeed with all the consideration we pos-
sibly can, the better it will be for the mining
industry of Western Australia. Closer atten-
tion should be paid to the granting of exemp-
tions. If exemplions were granted only where
absolutely necessary and when legitimately
earned, the industry would make better pro-
gress. The abandoned leases I refer to will
possibly never be worked now, Had the men
who were prepared to work them been allowed
the opportunity of deing so, the result might
have been the opening up of some other good,
payable mining districts. Another matter that
should receive the Minister’s consideration is
the faet that time after time, when a new dis-
covery is made, we see the whole of the coun-
tryside pegged out, the genuine prospector
thus being preveuted from putting in pegs and
taking up a lease and deing a little work in
the way of opening up and development. Time
after time do we sce that oceur. T have been
on fresh discoveries where men have had good
prospects, hut as soon as these men discovered
anything worth taking up the whole country-
side was pegged out and held with never a tap
of work done. The Minister himself knows
full well that this i3 the case. Whenever a
new diseovery is made, one cannot get pegs
in within miles of the place. That state of
things does not give a new distriet a chance.
Areas should not be held simply until such
time as the legitimate prospector has done a
bit of work, If that work does not turn out
successful, the other holders put in no work
at all. Genuine prospectors are thus driven
away, and the district gets no chance whatover,
Eventualiy all the leasesare simply abandoned.
We ghould eompel a person who takes up a
mining area to do a certain amonnt of Tegiti-
mate work. Another matter of interest to
prospectors and leaseholders is the faet that
they do mnot get that consideration at the
State batteries to which they are entitled.
I have received many complaints in regard
to the Wiluna State battery, and the Minis-
ter should see that those who are in charge
of these batteries give that assistance to
prospectors which is expected of them. There
are meu who are 70 years of age who aro
battling in those distant goldfields, and when
they proceed to clean up they are left to do
everything themselves. That s uot right,
The silver is short or it is put in in too great
quantities and the resnlt generally is that a
certain amount of gold is lost. The battery
managers shonld be made to understand that
they are expected to give all thc assistance
possible to prospectors and leaseholders, If
we can only give mining a fillip we are in
for a progperous time, but if the industry is
allowed to drift I ecannot see much hope of
improvement. As the representative of a
mining district T -realise the importance of
inducing people to go out prospecting. T am
pleased to say that the suggesbems T made
three years ago in connection with the as-
sistance that shonld he given to roturned sel-
diers have to some extent been adopted by
the Mines Department. T have given several
returned men letters to the Mines Department
and in every instance those men have been
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given some help to go out prospecting. T
hope that policy will be continued, because
if we can encourage and assist men of that
description we can expect good things for
the future of the induvstry, Now that the
war is practically over there will be a good
deal of clearing up to be done. 1 hope that
the Minister will give some consideration to
that portion of my electorate north of Peak
Hill. Just before the war the State Mining
Engineer and the Inspector of Mines and I
had a trip through that country, and the
State Mining Kngineer made some recom-
mendations. Unfortunately, tho war broke
out and everything had to go by the board.

The Minister for Mines: T am told some
returned soldiers have made important dis-
coveries out there.

Mr, HOLMAN: One cannot ge through
that country without being struck by the
possibilitics whieh exist there. Thera is not
only gold in that part of the State but other
valuable minerals as well, and I hope the
Minister will himself take the opportunity of
making a trip through the district with the
Btate Mining Engineer at the first available
opportunity. I would like to get that pro-
mise from the Minister because while there
are many other distriets in Western Austra-
lia, the outlook of which ia bright, I do not
think there is any more promising than that
whieh I have the honour to represent. They
have actnally discovered silver there, but
whether it is in payable quantities I eannot
say. The time is not far distant when a rail-
way will have to be constructed to join that
portion of my electorate with the electorate
represented by my friend the member for
Roebourne. There are splendid opportunities
in that part of the State for prospectors, but,
unfortunately, the isolation which surrounds
them prevents them from going out there
with any chanee of success. With the pro-
mise of a railway, however, from the end
of my district towards that of the member
for Roebourne, eventually extending to the
northern pastoral areas, great henefit will
follow to the Statc. We have not yet asked
for the railway, but if we can get copper
fields opened up and the iron deposits
worked, somd consideration should be given
to the suggestion to construet a railway.
There are many other matters about which T
could speak at some length but I am afraid
at the present juncture no good would result,
T take exception to the manner in which the
Minister i3 meting out treatment in connec-
tion with exemptions, and the sooner this
question is taken in hand seriously the het-
ter it will be for the industry and for the
State. That class of the community who are
always securing exemptions are no good tn
the country and never will he, A mining
council was appointed some time age to do
something in connection with mining. but as
I have already stated in this House while its
personnel includes some of its present mem-
bers it will not be possible for that council
to do much good. There are some who are
on that council merely to secure some glori-
fication from the faet of being members of
it. I trust above all that the Minister will
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extend sympathetic consideration to the
legitimate prospector. There are some who
may owe small sums of money, but men like
de Bernales owe the State bundreds of
pounds, and what I would like to know is
why a man like de Bernales ip allowed to pay
in instalments. I would also like to know whe-
ther he pays interest on what he owes, e
always gets off very lightly, and while there
are others who are anxions to secure the
leases which are in his name, he should not
receive so mueh consideration from the de-
partment, especially when we know that he
owes money for charcoml and other things.
I will not deal with other phasss of mining,
beeause they have hesn a'rexdy touthed upon
by other members. [ bave bronght forward
two or three matters in order that the atten-
tion of the Minister might he drawn to them.
I hope the Minister will take my remarks
in the spirit in which they were made, So
long as things are going right, there is no
other subject than mining which so lends it-
gelf to non-party treatmeut; because, if min-
ing is to go down, we can look faorward to
a very diffieslt time for many years to come,
With proper eucauragement given to the men
returning from the Front, and a little more
eongideration given to tho legitimate prospee-
tor, together with the putting out of the in-
dustry of those holding properties for speeu-
lative purposes alone, T awm sure we can ex-
pect a more prosperous time, If T can pos-
gibly do anything towards furthering the in-
terests of the industry, the Minister has but
to commaund me. ,

The MINISTER POR MINES (Hon. €. A.
Hudson—TYilgarn—in reply) [11.52]: I thank
the hon. member for his last few cheerful
words. I agree that the indiscriminate grant-
ing of exemptions would work to the disad-
vantage of the industry, and T venture to say
there is not so much of that as the hon. mem-
ber suspects.

Mr, Holman: There i3 more of it than you
suapect,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
acted in cases where I had a suspicion that
one law was being used to evade another,
and while that matter is before the court it
would be injudicious and highly improper in
me to deal with this subject. The hon. mem-
her made pointed reference to my redueing
the time of a lease which Mr. de Bernales was
interosted in. The warder said there was
merely a technical breach of the labour cove-
nant, and that the lease had not heen idle
very long, This was admitted, and the war-
den made a recommendation that there shenld
be a fine of £30 in connection with the three
leases, and that the amount should be awarded
to the applicant as ecompensation for his being
deprived of the leases. Not approving of
that, T amended .it to a fine of £20, allowing
the amount to go to the applicant to cover
reasonable expenses to which he had been
put. The principal point made in the disens-
gion to-night was that we have no real policy
in regard fo mining. Both the membher for
Coolgardie (Mr. Lambert) and the member
for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) said $hat when
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they said it was a question of money. But
these Estimates are the Estimates of the
Mines Department, and do not relate to the
policy of the Government. That policy will
be enunciated when the Loan Estimates come
along. 1 can give the Committee the assur-
ance that T have succeeded with tie Treasurer
in gecuring an amount on those Estimates
much larger than has been devoted to the
development of mining in any of the last
five previons years. What that amount will
be is not yeb definitely deecided, but it will
be considerably larger than that of last year,
and last year’s amount was greater than the
amount in the previous year. A question
of oil has been mentioned. I may say that
I contemplate the introduction of a Mining
Bill giving the Legislature an opportunity of

determining the title and the terms upon .

which oil leases may be held. The Legisla-
ture has never yet had that opportunity, and
I think it should be given. Mineral leases
may be granted for shale mines, but for
petrol leases at present there are no' fixed
conditions. They are held subjeect to condi-
tions imposed by the State, one being that the
holder shall be subject to anmy legislation to
be passed during the currency of the present
tenancy. I wag glad to hear commendations
of the cducational side of the work of the
Mines Department, particularly the work in
the Geological Survey Branch by Mr. Simp-
son, and the work done by Mr. Mann in the
analyst’s department. The work of the
School of Minea in Kalgoorlic is also worthy
of admiration. I had intended in the course
of my remarks on the Mines Estimates to
point out that in my opinion at the School
of Mines more might be done in the way of
providing experimental plant in order to give
the students an opportunity of experimenting
and keeping pace with the times in relation
to treatment. I propose to provide money for
the erection of that plant during the current
year. Coal was mentioned by the member
for Geraldton (Mr. Willcock) and, as T said
by interjection, a further examination has
heen made by the Government Geclogist to de-
termine places most suitable for bores to test
the depth and width of the coal seam. I am
nwaiting o report from that officer, and on
its receipt further action will be taken. In
regard to the price of lead, efforts are being
made to get the price of minerals put upon a
staple basis. I have pointed out the diffi-
culty in this commection, the uncertainty that
obtaing as to what the future holds. The sub-
ject has not be neglected. In regard to stores,
T admit that not a great deal has been done
with a view to any reduetion in prices, be-
cause our efforts have hcen mainily directed
to securing the stores at all. T listened at-
tentively to the remarks of the member for
Hannans  (Mr, Munsie) when he eriti-
cised the work of the Tnspector General
pf  Mines of Wew  South Wales
in his inquiry. That investigation was made at
the instigation of the unions of Kalgoorlie,
and the report was submitted to them, Re-
cently they wrote to me gtating that it was
not satisfactorv. and askine for a Roval Com-
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mission. I wrote requesting to be teld in
what respect the report was not satisfactory.
I am- awsiting a reply. The position will be
dealt with in due course. At present I am not
disposed to grant a Royal Commission, but
the points elaborated by the member for Han-
nans will be taken into cousideration,

Mr. Munsie: Their dissatisfaction is, not
from the standpoint of what he was inquiring
into, the real argument, but with the general
conditions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am await-
ing a reply, because 1 think it is due to me
and to him that they should state in what
dirgetion they are dissatisfied. I gave the
Committes certain promises on the last oceasion
of the Mines Kstimates being before them,
and I claim to have carried out those promises
as far as possible, With regard to ventilation
and the other conditions of miners, I give way
to no one in my desire to see that the miners
are properly protected. I am in accord with
the system of check inspectors. Even if T were
not, it is my duty as Minister to carry out the
law gs I find it. The law provides for check
inspectora to be appointed, and whilst they
may not be appreciated in some localities, I
think when they get more into their stride,
and become better known, their activities will
be of benefit to the industry and to the men
engaged in it, and will impose no hapdicap
upon the management of the mines.

Mr, Munsie: Can you afford us an idea as
to why the department has refused to extend
the area of the boundaries laid down for check
inspectors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will in-
quire into the matter, If the facts are as
set forth by the hon. member, I see no reason
why the boundaries should not be extended.

Mr, Munsie: Nor do L

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If a check
ingpector is in a certain locality, I de not see
why he should not examine the mines there,
but I am not agreeable to giving check in-
spectors indisecriminately here and there. If
there is necessity for an increase in the num-
ber of check inspectors, such as may arise by
the increase in depth of the mines in West-
onia, the staff will be increased. I have been
invited to go to Ravensthorpe and deal with
the vexed question of smelters’ there. I get
more kicks than halfpence over the position.

Mr. Munsie: What is wrong with the smel-
ter theret

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It is old
and somewhat obsolete, and the cost of get-
ting coke from BSydney to Ravensthorpe has
gone up from £4 to £7 a ton, The cost of
firewood is .double on aecount of the distance
it has to be carted. The boilers are eating up
more, and are not working as satisfactorily as
they might be. What is waunted is a gas pro-
ducer plant and further improvements, or else
a new smelter erected on the coast.

Mr. Munsie: The smelter is too big for the
quantity of ore treated.

The MINISTER T'OR MINES: Yes.

Mr. Lambert: The same mistake occurred at
Fremantle.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No. When
the smelters were put up there was sufficient
ore to keep them going full blagt. I am
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grateful to members for receiving the Esti-
mates in the way they have done, and for their
efforts to nssist me in my work in connection
with the mining industry.

General debate concluded.
discussed as follow:—

Ttem, Inspectors of Mines, £3,449,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Has the Minister a
full complement of inspectors on the Eastern
Goldfields? Owing to deaths and resigna-
tions, 'and absence at the war, the staff has
been more or less undermanned Juring the
last year or two. During the last year L was
in office I think [ made provision for tem in-
apectors instead of nine, but the extra man
was cut ont. The inspector who was appointed
because of his particolar qualifieations in re-
gard to health matters has died, and whilst
I understand that one man possessing similar
qualifications was appointed, he has resigned,
To-day we have no man on the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder mines, so far as [ am aware, who is
regarded as a speeialist in ventilation, "I would
stress the need for increasing the staff, be-
cause, during the last two years, the staff has
frequently been short.

The Mivister for Mines: There are not so
many miners employed just now, and some of
the mines are mot working at great depth.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The number of miners
has decreased somewhat, but the mines are
all working at great depth. Is unyone to be
appointed to take the place of Mr. Price who
has recently resigned?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I intend to
keep the full complement of officers at Kal-
goorlie, If there are any vaeancics they will
be filled. TIf it is possible to secure the ser-
vices of a man whe is a specialist in ventilation,
1 think he should be appointed. I have no
intention of doing otherwise than carry
on the existing conditions.

Hon. P. COLLLTER: I hope the Minister will
not overlook this matter. I aceept his assur-
ance that it will be borne in mind.

TItem, Government Analyst and Chief Tnspeec-
tor of Explogives, £600.

Mr. MUNSIE: Some nine years ago analyti-
eal tests were carried out by the Government
Analyst with regard to the fracteurs that were
being used on the Golden Mile. There iy neces-
gity for something being done in this direction
with regard to the fracteurs now being used
there, in faet, greater necessity than ever.
What is the opinion of the Minister on the
subject? T think the Chief Inspector of Ex-
plosives might have some tests made with ve-
gard to the effect upon the men working under-
ground of the present fracteurs. If he does,
some pretty startling revelations will result
as to the effect on the health of the men who
are, to some extent,. compelled to inhale the
fumes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt is well
known that the quality of fracteur used during
the war period has not been equal fo that used
prior to the war. Indeed, I believe the regu-
lations have been slightly relaxed in order to
permit of the use of this fracteur, so that the
mines might continue working. The coming
year, however, will be an opportunc period for
such an examination as that sugpested by the

Votes and items
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hon. member. At this stage it would be rather
early to condemn certain of the explosives, as
that course might prevent the working of the
mines. When the present stores of explosives,
however, have been used up, and better frac-
teur is obtainable, it will he the department’s
duty to see that nothing but the best fracteur
is used.

Mr. Munsie: But if the Government Analyst
wade the tests now and found that the frac-
teur is deleterious to health, would not that
he o stronger reason for urging the adoption
of a better quality of fracteur?

The MINISTER IFOR MINES: I do not
know that there is any preasing hurry for it.

Mr. Munsie: There is. One can pick out in
the street the men who use that explosive,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: To some ex-
tent the trouble lies in the working of the
Txplosives Act, which measure needs amend-
ing so as to give greater power to the depart-
ment in conmection with the actual use of
cxplosives. The Act enables storage to be regu-
lated, but does not empower the department
to guard against deterioration between im-
portation and use,

Hon. P, COLLIER: The geological branch
has recently been somewhat reduced.

My, Munsie: There is a reduction of one
geologist this year as compared with last year.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes; and prior to last
vear there have been reduetions owing to en-
listments and possibly owing to retirementa.
1 do not assert that the staff is smaller than
it ought to be; and whilst it has not been my
practice to raise in this Chamber a discussion
in the interests of any partienlar officer I
would on this oceasion say that whilst T under-
stand a particular officer is retiring this year,
T believe there are others on the staff who,
having regard to the interests of mining gener-
ally, could be better spared.

The Minister for Mines: Do you refer to
the man who has had notice to go at the end
of the year? .

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes. T speak not from
personal friendship in any sense, but I formed
a bigh opinion of this officer ’a capabilities from
my experience in the department. Whilst net
desiring to reflect on other officers, I am con-
fident that there are some whose loss would
not be so severely felt by the department and
by the mining industry as would the loss of
this particular officer. I hope the Miniater
will look into the matter, I apeak quite dis-
interastedly. T have not been approached in
the mavter. In fact, T have not seen an officer
of the department since I left it two years
ago, except when I have had to speak to n
Mines officer on public business. I refrain
from visiting the Mines Department except
when it is absolutely necessary that I should
do so. T prefer to de my business with the
department by way of correspondence.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: when 1
proposed last year to reduce the staff of the
geological branch, no complaint was made
by the Committee, Indeed. it was generally
conceded that the work of some of the field
geologists had been completed, the greater
part of the State having been planned out,
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and that thus there was no necessity for
keeping up so lirge a staff. Accordingly, I
decided upon the reductions which have been
shown in the KEstimates, and to which the
leader of the Opposition has referred. One
gentleman has had notice of retirement, bui
Mr. Maitland, the chief Government Geolo-
gist, since then has fallen iil, and has been
away on sick leave and long serviee leave.
He iz expected to return to duty about the
middle of next month. Thus we have been
compelled to keep on one officer more than
otherwise we would have dome. In making
the selection of the men to be retired, I
did not zet upon my own knowledge, since I
know only one or two of the officials closely.
I left the matter to the recommendation of
the chief officer, subject to the approval of
the Public Service Commissioner. I quite
agrec with the leader of the Opposition that
the gentleman who has notice of retirement
is deserving of consideration. As these Es-
timates provide for his services unmtil about
the end of next Mareh, T shall have time to
consider the position. Sinee these Bstimates
were last before the Committee, there has
been a change in the department. T thinky
T have atteined my object of stirring up the
department, of getting things done a little
more practically and a little more quickly,
and therefore more satisfactorily. The effect
has been to advertise the department, and to
bring it into closer touch with public re-
quirements; and the public have taken ad-
vantage of the opportunity to make eertain
demands wupon the department. Possibly
those demands may involve the necessity for
the retention of the officer who has been
alluded to by the leader of the Opposition.

Vote put and passed.

This eompleted the Estimates of the Mines
Department.

{The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.

BILL—VERMIN.
Returned from the Legislative Council
with amendments.

House adjourned at 12,21 am. (Wednes-
day).

[COUNCIL.]

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, £7th November, 1318.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

[For ‘‘Papers Presented’’ see ''Minutes of
Proceedings.’’]

BILL—CRIMINAL CODE AMENDMENT,
Order of the Day for the third reading real.

Standing Orders Suspensior,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P,
Colebatch—East) [4.35]: I desire to move
without notice—

That so much of the Standing Orders bo
suspended as is necessary to permit of the
passing of the Bill throurh its remaining
stages st this sifcing,

The explanation is a simple one. = The Bill
is doewn for the third reading, and in the
ordinary course it would be put through that
stage and pasgsed, and returned to the As-
gsembly. But if we pass it now it will go
back to the Assembly with Clause 7 reading
in a mammer which T am sure hon. mem-
bers do not desire. Clause 7 originally pro-
vided that prosecntions for the offence of hav-
ing unlawful carnal knowledge must be begun
within six months, and for the offence of at-
tempting to have unlawful carnal knowledge
within thrce months after the offence haa
been committed. By an amendment the
clause was made to read that both classes of
prosecutions must be begun within three
months. Subsequently the Bill was recom-
mitted and the c¢lause was restored to its
original form, The Bill was again recom-
mitted for the purpose of reaffirming the
previous deeision of the House, which was
reaffirmed by a substantial majority. I was
under the impression that the clause had
been restored to its original form by the
amendment; that ia to say, that in relation to
both offences a prosecution must be begun
within threce months. Buat it appears that the
form of the actual amendment was that
‘“three’ be inserted im lieu of ‘‘six’’ and so
the provision now reads:—

A prosecution under this section must
be begun within three monihs after the
offence has been committed, and for the
offence of attempting to have unlawful
carnal knowledge, within three months
after the offence has been committed.

I have discussed the question with Mnr.
Kingsmill and he agrees to treat it as a con-
sequential error, but he properly holds that
the error cannot he rectified except in Com.
mittee

Hon. W. FKRINGSMILL ( Metropolitan}
[4.40]: T suppert the motion for the reasons
given by the leader of the House. All hon,
members agree that it is absolutely neces.
gary that no amendment should be made in
Billa except bv the Commitie= of the Hounse,



